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IFONT UNCOVERD 


FOR 


| InfantBaprime; 


IAN A N $ W E R 

TO THE 

_ Challenges of the AnanarTISTS 
OF 

STAFF 0 R D, 

yn yet Reply'd unto, though long ſince promiled. 


Fherein 


$'Cbe Baptiſme of all Church-Members Infants 
is by plain Scripture-proof Maintained to be the will 


of Jusus Cux1sT; and many Points about Churches 
and their Conſtitutions are occaſionally handled. 


— 


—_— — 


By W11t1Tan Coorx late Miniſter of the Golpel 
at Aſbby-Delazoxch. 


LONDON, 


Church-yard, near the litrle North-door. 1'6 5 1. 
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ALT "TO 
The Faithfull Servants of Chriſt, 
and Lovers of the Truth in 


STAFFORD 
And the Parts adjacent, and others that are con- 


. cerned in this Controverſie of In zanr-Bayrtisn, 
which defire to imbrace the Truth in Love: 


Grace, Mercy and Peace be multiplied; through the knowledge 
of God the F ather, and Chyiſt Feſus our Lord, 


Honoured and Beloyed Inhabitants of St«/ord, - | 
how ÞM&) Ci; S jour Wiſdem, Reſolntion , Faithfulneſſe 
Sa) N eS ”\ and Attivit) to appear for the Trmh, and 
NA contend for the Faith ( ſhining forth in 
ff thoſe Whom God hath ſet in Civil Authori« 
RNQ ty among you ) inthat great puſh of tempta- 
\"N&/ tron ; hath given occaſion tomany to glori- 

I AS. fie Cod in your behalf, rejoice in your fted- 
= Sz faſtneſſe, and pray for you, and ( 1 donbt 

yot ) Jielded comfort to your own prof vos o they have inga- 
ged me to acknowledge my ſelf your ſervant in Chriſt, and for the 
Truth, in thu cauſe Which doth ſo much concern tbe glory of Chriſt 
and comfort of Chriſtians. T therefore, 'though conſcious 'of wine 
own Weakne(ſe, When Theard of theſe many lowd and prond chal- 
lenges, that had been made by the contrary Party to diſpute about 
this Subjeft, Was Willing, wpon nora and perſwaſion of ne 


Ip 4 - a 4s. 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
of my Brethren, to nndertaky the Challenge,” relying on:the belp 5 
09 and the goodneſſe of the Cauſe. And Ct Seen f 
Papers of the Challengers, in as Jhort 4 ſpace as T conld, prepared 
| this Anſwer ( except ſome additions and explanations, which fonce 

ts return to 1) hand, 1 thought meet to inſert, for the help of the 
ignorant, for Whoſe Jake it i principally Writtin ) apenthe eding 

in of a Copy, Whereof a Reply Was promiſed ſhortly by the Challen- 
E. gers. I Waited long and heard nothing of my Papers, nor any Re- 

| ply, mntill a Letter came to my hands from ſome of principall note _ 
| among Jow , dated Novem. 11. expreſſing the comrary Parties 
boafting of a Reply ready long ago, Which Was to be Printed with 
| their Propoſitions, and mine anſwered.” Wherenpon 1 Was then in 

that *F and fuce by word of month, deſired to Print mine An- 

ſwer'; i 1 ſbomld be one by others preprenting of. the ſame. 
My anſwer Was, that T would conſult with my Brethren, and if 


OO I OO Cn OO OG err rn er 
4 , 


| they ſhould think it meat, 1 Womld be Willing t0".yield to: you 
Anus ati age ts SED eG nr ls LE i 
Ever Bnce the time Theve bees caf 1n 6 iandring and anſerled 
' condition ( as 1s Well known, ) far from my Study and Books. Yet 
. when 1 could gain a little time With. the help of the Bible, 1 added 
ſomething by Way of explanation, for the help of meaner capacities 
| | that are not able to ſee the ſtrength of an Argument, or arfiver when 
| it & barcly propounded. T'wo Arguments more I have alſo added to 
the former number from one Scripture, Whence I had only propounded 
| ove Argument at the firſt. I Tet M0. 
| . It may be ſome Will demand, What # the reaſon that their Chal- 


| lenge #5 not accepted in a Wa of publique Diſpute, ſeeing they have 
| a#rged it. frequently, and confidently upbraided your Town and all 
| jr tay that none Would publiquely Diſpute with them ? To this 
| CLARET... nh; | | ; Be 
\. 3. What hope of 4 pabli ne Diſpute on good terms, to be rinderta- 
| kenby a Miniſter of C brift, When your own faithfull and peaceable 
P aftour might not be ſuffered to preach the Goſpel to you, a people com- 
mitted te. his charge ? PORE RITES Lak EY 
.. 2. What incouragement can any rationall man have to Diſpute 
With ſuch as abhorre Syllogiſmes, 'Which are the rationall Way of d:{- 
tiu f\ "AY EAST, bd 0510% 45 IQ 3 on ann 7 gfe ey 
” 5. ha hope of findingout, or clearing the Truth by Diſpute, 
Where there ts no likelihood that the laws and rules of diva Wzll 


be 


m__ a 4 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


be obſerned with freedom, ſafety, peace and love, With the help of ® 
FA yt ogy og po ee 

... 4. hat likelihood of good by a Diſpute, Wherein impudencie, aw- 
| dacienſneſſe and verboſity, paſſion, bizterueſſe andviolence are like to 


Meer [may 7 PS | CE 
5. What can a publique Diſpute in ſuch acaſe ( Which caſe there 

+; too great canſe to fear ) be, but a ſinfull abuſe of pretions time, of 
peoples patience, and even of Scripture and reaſon it ſelf ? | 

' 6, Who ſees not that the drift Fi theſe men is to turn Religion into 

a matter of contention, and to draw people together to vain-jang- 
Lings and concertatians, as, heretofore they met together at Stage= 
Fees Bearebaits and Cock: pgbrs, which abuſe What pion hare ot 
| mot abborre? GE HL ey 

_ 7 wa Jn 33 or all theſe evils, 8 Ek be 
prevented by calm conſiderate priting, Wherein the paſſions of fear, 
Cnter, Bee and alrumplis might be eveided> andreaſes mig fk 
and be heard. Ip. WW ord ead | 
8. Tat if this way, of diſcuſſing the truth ſhall not be ſatisfattory, 

and good grounds of hopes ſhall be given, that the afore-named evils 

way he prevented, I doubt not, but the. Challenge Will be accepred. 
Otherwiſe no fathfmll Miniſter of Chriſt may, to Jorufi the irrqe 
tionall deſires of ſome, Jane anſwer the inſolencie of others, adven- F7 
ture on that, Which Will be by the jndgement of the pradent, no bet- 

ter then @ taking of Gods Name in vain, and expoſing of binfelf 

to certain danger. Paul himſelf ," though full of zeal for the 
Truth, Was Willing to yield t0 the Diſciples and hu Friends, per= , q , = 
[wading bim not to adventure himſelf into the tumultuous The- 30,31, 
ater. | | 

It Were much tobe Wiſhid, that thoſe men which bave but Weak. 
reaſon, neither knowing how to manage an Argument, nor capable 
'þ convittion thereby ; but are taken With plauſible expreſſions and 

is Words, or drawn by hopes of honour, pleaſure, gain, eaſe or 
13s, , into new Waies, like childrex Carried about with every 
wade of dorine, World make more uſe of their ſenſe ( by Which 
only it ſeems they live, making no uſe of faith or reaſon in thircaſe”) 
to ob/erve the end and iſſue of theſe Waies, iyto Which they are ſ0 ea» 


fily drawn. jock 
We aced, not £ero Munſter, or other parts beyound the ſeas to ſee 
COLUSA EDD > BER REC TTLEATRY OTE HEN” : 
the judgement of God on theſe wien * Onir own CoMmre) gives too 
EE 'M' 3 Fe bo "many 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
many ſad experiences thereof. I Will only give one inſtance, of one 
Whoſe name deſerves to be Written in the anft, and doth already ſtink. 
| throughout the Land, and therefore I will not flain my paper with 
| it : Tet he us ſo notorioms and infamons, that a ſhove deſcription of 
him will {ufficiently put men in minde Whom I mean. In War 
wickſhire he appeared firſt, crying down in his Preaching the Mi- 
»iſtry of England, and infant-Baptiſme : After that he proceeds 
ed to be a great Dipper ; after that he became a Maſter of the Oua-. 
hers, and Would caft prople into Trances and Revelations, ut 44 
credibly reported : Laſtly he became Head of the Ramers, that abo- 

| minable , rotten , blaſphemors and helliſh Roat. Warwickſhire 
| and the Connties adjacent know Whons 1 fpeak of, and the trath as 
Large of what 1 briefly touch, Tea this Wretched man 14 notoriou 
| known 3n the chief City 'of the Land; ſo true # that of the Apole, 
| » Tim. 3 Praking of hypecriticall flagitiom Deceivers, That have a form 
j 5.6,7, Of godlineſſe, but dehy the power thereof: Which creep into 

| houſes, leading captive ſilly women laden with luſts, ever learn- 

| ing and never epmingry the knowledge of the truth. But, /aith 
4 9, be, their folly ſhall be made manifeſt yo all men. And again, 2 

13- Wicked men and ſeducers wax worſe and worſe, deceiving and : 

being deceived. ; 


| It might ſeem ftrange that they Who ſo much depend on the anſwers 

| - ther, Jn in outward fſacce(ſe, as irrefragable arguments to de- 

| monſtrate the goodneſſe or batiueſſe of cauſes and" perſons, ſhould not 

| acknowletge and tremble at Divine providence, by this and many 

| thonſand ſuch like ſpiritaall plagues, Warning all men that have any 

Care of their ſonls, to beware thoſe Waies that lead thereto. Bout it 

i not ſtrange that they thus prepoſteronſly judge ; for theſe Whom 

Ged hath given up to a ſenſual jnagement a reprobate minae,and hard 

heart, do alike cry down thoſe Waies that are attended With outward 

diſgrace and miſery, in a courſe of ſtritneſſe and conſcientionſneſſe, 

thowgh arcompanied With riches of ſpirituall graces, Which uſually 

| # the lot of the godly ; and admire and greedily embrace the Waies of 

| fin and licentionſneſſe, Which for a time vifibly Proſper in the world, 

F though atcnr[ed from hraven With invifible an ſpirituall plagnes, 
| which & the common condition of the wicked. | 

It 184 ſad and ftbamefnll thing that evil men ſhould be more indg- 

frrion, ative and bold, to ftudy, plead for, and promote erronr aud 

falſtood, then Gods ſervants are for the maintaining of the truth; 


and 


mm. - 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
and particularly that theſe men ſhould do more to caſt themſelves and 
their children, others and their poſterity out of Covenant z then the 
godly will do to clear- to themſetves andothers, theirs and their chit 
drens intereſt in the Covenant ; but it u ſo, Thebeft ſee, know, be- 
leeve and love, bnt in part : Whereas corruption, Inſt and erroxr, 
wholy reign in ever) uuſanttified man, and have too ſtrong a party 
in the moſt ſanttified. Divine truths and Evangelicall myſteries,ave 
ſtrangers ts onr corrupt windes, and receive but cold exteyrainment 
there, . Erronrs and lies are connaturall to mankinde, and ſoon clo- 
fed with, when men ſpeak, lies they eek of their own. Honours, 
pleaſures, and filthy Incre, fleſbly liberty and eaſe, havea mighty 
#nflwence upon carnall hearts, to carry them oy in promotinand ro 
cerothg faifhood,” and reſiſting and .rcjetting trath. Nothond bue 
pure tab for God, love of Chrift and hu truth, care of onv own and 
brethren: ſoul), can ftir up earneſtly and fincerely ro contend for ths 
trath, eſpecially when it lier nnder ourward diſcouragements, dif- 
graces and frowns from the World, and alas, how rare are thaſs gra» 

ces among Ft men,aud how Weak in the ſtrongeſt Chriſtians ! 
Tet + Da in other reſpetts, Holineſſe and. truth ( though as a 
ſfparkef fire inthe midſt of a fea of torrnption, or as a Pearl inthe 
ottoms of 4 — 07 45 4 mags on. 6 of light under a dark chaos 
of naturall and acquired ſiune and ignorance ) have the advantage, 
for being of a divine original, they are of prevailing invincible 
power, and therefare, beleevers that have this wnconquerable truth in 
- them, andon their Rk, Cannes be excuſed if they do not ftirre up the 
grace of God in them, and take care and pains that they may be able 
ro contend for, and maintain the truth that Was once delivered to the 
Saints ; eſpecially #n,theſe times of ſo great light, wherein ( beſides 
the Scriptures in a kyown Language, and plentiful publike Preach- 
ing; )' 1s) Catachiſmes and larger Treatiſes the Truth i ſo fully 
cleared. It may be that God hath as for other cauſes, ſo for the cor- 
retton of our ſloth and cardeſneſſe, ſuffered theſe Controverſies to 
| break out, that he may quicken us to the more diligent uſe of all holy 
Means 10 £r0W in grace aud knowledge... If for this uſe dear brethren, 
this my poor labour may be ſerviceable to "you, or others to Whom at 
your deſire ( upon the coxſent and approbation of my brethren in the 
Ainiftry ) it may be made common, I have my deſire. But before 
I feave you, let me intreat you and others that thay make uſe of it, 
that you Will not content your ſelves with a ſlightly looking on it, but 
be 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
be ſerious as the matter handled ( concerning yours and your childrens 
intereſt in the Covenant of Grace requireth,) deſerves : howſoever in 
the manner you may finde ſundry imperfettions in the inſtrument, 
yet let not that be any prejudice to the truth Whereof God 4 the aw- 
thor. . Becanſe I Was forced at the firſt to quote Scriptures briefly 
for ſpeed, Which their imporrunit) called for, and fince 1 have not 
Writ them ont at large to prevent bulkineſſe, Which might deter many 
from looking on'#t ; let me intreat you to turn over to every proof in 
Four Bibles, and read and' obſerve. the ſame carefully ; and if gpu 
Would Wvrite them ont in the margin or ſome paper, it might be tine 
Welt pent; Without pains and diligence no profiting can be expelled, be 
that deals With a ſlack hand,Wvill come to poverty, but the hand of the 
diligent maketh rich. Thus committing this ſervice and your uſe 
thereof to the bleſſing of God, deſiring that be may have the. praiſe if 
you ſhall recesve hereby any ares in the kyewledge of the trath 
and ftability thertin,aud that 1 may have the help of your prayers,Wwho 
YEIIAERS | 2 
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AN S W E R' 


totwo Papers, ſubſcribed by 


' -Henry Huggar and Fames Brown : 


Wherein they endeavour to maintain their own 


Opinion and PraQtice of Anabaptiſm, and oppoſe the 
Practice of Baptizing INFANTS. | 


T hey begin their firſt Paper this, 


Gentlemen, 


Yo. having avoided publick diſpute, by your ſelves ſo much preſs for at firff 3 and pq .p5, and 
nce rather paper conference : Weto gratifie your defire berein, have written theſe F.Bre 


few lines, hoping thercby to beget ſome diſcuſſion of the truth. Wherein we affirm, 


T hat the Baptiſm (or fprinkling )of Infams,whereby the N ational Churches of Spain, 
England, France and Rome,@c. are conftitutcd, and from thence called Chriftians 
and Chriftendom,, is not the Baptiſm (or dipping ) of Beleevers, which Chriſt Feſus 
ordained, and his Diſciples praffiſed for the right conſtituting of Churches under the 
Goſpel, whereby they rightly became, and were truly called Chriſtians. 


Anſwer. 


$ N this your ſtating of the Queſtion, divers things muſt be a- Anf. 
nimadyerted that you deceive not your ſelves and others, 
through darkning the truth by words without knowledge. 
I. Here you take it fer y_ that we hold, T hat by the Bap- 
} rizing or ſprinkling Infants, Churches are conſtituted ; This 
we deny. For 

1. As faith or intereſt in Chriſt, or the Covenant of grace, conſtirutes a 
Chriſtian 3 for the joint and orderly profeſſion of faith and intereſt in. that 
Covenant,or Gods owning a people to be his in Covenant, is that which con- 


| Nirures them a Church. 


. 2+ Baptiſm is not eſſential to the conſtituting of a Church,being but adven- 
titious or additional, as a fign or pledge of peoples admiſlion into the Churches 
The penitent thief on the Croſs was 4 true Beleever though unbaptized, and 


a multitude of ſuch penitent ones jointly profeſſing Chriſt ſhould be a true 
| B Church, 


(2) | 
A89.3% Church,though they wanted opportunity to be Baptized, as that Penitent did. 
T he Tſreclites in the wilderneſs were a true Church, though they wanted: Cir- 


Joſh,5-5:5. cumcilion for fourty years- ; 

'3- This Church (or theſe Churches) of England, received its (or their) # 
conſtiturion in or anon after the Primitive times, when by the Miniſtry of the * 
word, ſome were converted from hearheniſm to Chriſtianity 3 at which time *% 
we grant perſons of years were Baptized upon their profeſſion of faith,or repen» ® 
tance, and for they and their children received into Covenant. As Abrahans : 

ONS at the firſt ſerting up of a Church, with a ſeal of admittance thereints in his } 
"gan family, was Circumciſed when he had profefſed or declared his repentance, 


3&59, faith and obedience, and then his children and poſterity were Circumciſed, 
whiles Infants, by vertue of the Covenant into which rhey were taken with | 
their fathers. Now that being the firſt conſtitution of a Church in this Land ” 
which never yer was overthrown,though many waies deprayed, through Anti» 

2 Theſ..4, chriſts uſurpations (of whom it was forerold that he ſhould fit in the Temple 
of God far a time,). but being after, through the rich mercy of God repaired, © 
it bath continued itill rhe ſame Church, having been never raſed to the foun- © 
dationzand ſo we need not 2 new conſtitution, and therefore we deny that our | 
Church was conſtirured by Infant-baptiſm, any more then the Church of I | 
ract was conſtituted by Infant-circumcifion. 

2. Whereas you ſay, that N atione-Churches are conflituted by Lefaw-boife ; 

Hnſe or ſprinkling. Anſ.1. Tknow none that you oppoſe to plead for the conſtiru= * 
tion of National-Churches by Infant-baptiſm. 2. Though we boaR not of 


National-Churches, nor is there any neceflity that the mention of Nationab 


Churches ſhou!d come into this diſpute, yer are we not aſhamed of the name 
of .a Nationat- Church : But ſeeing you urge it upon vs as edious, we defire | 
you, with us, to conſider theſe things. * | 
Gen.3213, 2-Did not God promiſe to Abrabam,that all rhe Nations of the earth ſhou 
be ble in his ſeed,viz Jeſus Chriſt. And how can Nations be bleſied bur by 
Ger-13.2. being made C burches?as that one Nation which deſcended from Abrahaw,was 
Pſal.z.8. . blefied by being a Church and people of God. Hath nor God | gs to give 
to Chriſt the Nations for his inheritance,and utmoit parts of the earth for his. 
PC.22.29:8, pofſeſlion 3 and thar all the ends of the earth,and kindreds of the Nations ſhall 
Ia.q.2z, rntothe Lord and worſhip before him? Thar Kings ſhall be nurſing fathers, 
- _— nurſing mothers to the Church? And that Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe viſage 
Ia 53.1415» and form was marred (with his bloud trickling down the ſame, when crowned « | 
with thorns, nailed to the Croſſe, and pierced into the heart) ſhall ſprinkle # 
Mat.28.19, many Nations ? Did not Chriſt bid his Apoſtles go into all Nations, make 
Revituts- Diſciples and Baprize ? Was it nor forerold that the Kingdoms of rhe world 
ſhould become the Kingdoms of God and his Chriſt 3 and that the ſaved Na» 
Rev,2124, tions ſhould walk in the light of the 'New-Feruſalem ; and that the Kings of ©? 
5 26, the earth ſhould bring their light to ir, and ſhould bring the glory and honour- * 
ef the Nations to it ? Why then ſhould. the name of National-Church be (@ 2 
odious? , s 
G 2. And ſurely if z. A company of Belcevers in one houſe have been juſtly 
* called a Church (domeſtical) Rom-16.15. 1 C6r.,16.19. (v4.15. Phil.2, 
3 2. And if the number of Belecvers in a ſmal Village or Town,may be called a 
+ Church (Congregational) Row.16.1, 3. And the mulkitude of Beleevers in 
k one 
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(3) 


one City imbracing the truth in ſe grear number that no one'reom or place 
could contain rhem all at once for the ordinary erderly cdifying adminiſtratio 


on of Gods Ordinances, may be called the Church of a Ciry,or Cladlicall, a 2vorywwye's 


the Church of Feraſalem, which increaſed into many thouſand, yea many ten tc. 


thouſand, and yet was but one Church, A#.,2-44-47, eAF#.5.14,15. & 6.1, 
AA.2 1.20. 4. And multitudes of Belecvers ſcattered in many and fevcral coun- 
tries,are {till che flock (and Church) of God,and an holy Nation, x Pet. 2.1. 
with chap.2.11. and chap.5.2. 1 (0.15.9. 5. Andif the whole company of 
the faithfull on earth, conſiſting for the moſt part of many particular viſible 
Churches, may be called the Church (Oeccumenical) Adt.16.18. Sn I, 
28. 6. Laſtly, If all the Beleevers in heaven and earth, comprehending the 
militant and triumphant Church, may yer in a more cemprebenſive (enle be 
called the Church Catbolick,Heb.12.23. I think no good reaſon can be given 
why men ſhould make it ſo ſhy without ſcorn or reproach to call the faithfull 
in 2 whole Nation (cſpecially when the whole Nation doth generally profeſs 
che truth) a National-Church. 

3. The National-Church was not conſtituted by Infam-baptiſme, but by 
the preaching of the Goſpel-God was pleaſed to call ſome in the Primitive 
times in this land, and they became a Church, which was the firſt conſtituti» 


on of this Church. Afterward the leaven of the Goſpel ſeaſoning rhe whole Mate13.38, 


6 l 
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" 


lump, and thar little grain of muſtard ſeed growing up into a great tree ; and 3%33- 


the Primitive Belecvers of this Land incrcating inco a Natien, as Abrahams 
family did 3 the Church did grow up into a Nation,as was ſaid before; Nati- 
onal, Oecumenical, Domeſtical or Congregational, being accidental, nor e(- 
ſential ro a Churches conſtitution or continuance. : 

T hirdly,Whereas you ſay, The National Churches of Spain, England, France 
4nd Rome, were conſtituted by ſprinkling of Infants : I anſwer, 

1. This is a poiſonous infinuation,whereby-the Church of England is put by 
you into the ſame condition with the Churches of Rome, Spain, Frence,&c. 
wherein you do not only wrong Gods holy people (which have ftriven, and 


continue ſtriving for Reformation againſt Antichriſt) in matching them with | 


the popiſh rabble, and fander rhoſe Miniſters and Ordinances of Chriſt a- 
mo j us(by whoſe means,if you have any knowledze of Chriſt and his truth, 
you have received the ſame) by equalling them with popiſh Miniſters and ſu 
perſtirions 3 bur alſo blafpheme God himſelf, at whole call and through whoſe 
grace we have come out of Babylon, have attained ſome, and breath after more 


Reformation. How will Chriſt take it that his people and Churches are thus + 


cempared with the {laves and Synagogues of Antichriſt! 

2. Yet weare not aſhamed to own that which is of God among the Itali- 
ans, Spaniards and French. Shall we reje& the Scriptures of the old Teſtament, 
or be equalled with the Jews, becauſe we embrace rhem as Gods word, which 
the Jews alſo profefie todo ? Or mult we caſt off the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teitament, and many precious truths gathered out of them,becauſe 
profeſſed by the Papiſts , who yer overthrow by many falſe doQrines and ſu- 
perſticions whar truths they profefle ? no ſure. Neither are we to think the 
worſe of Infant-baptiſm, becauſe ir is uſed amongſt them. "2S1.17® 

3+ Yea,we make no doubt but that if in Ttaly, Spain and Frence, they would 
hold only that in do@rine worſhip. and ——_ which is agreeable-19 "y_ 

: - wor 3 
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word, even the holy Scripture, which they profeſſe to imbrace with us, and caft 
away. ſuperſtitious idolatry and impieties contrary therennto, reforming ac- 
cording to the word 35 God would 'own them for his Churches, neither ſhould 
they need a-new conſtitution or new Bapriſme, any more then new Scripture. 
They have added indeed to Scripture and Baptiſm of rheir own 3 bur let them 
repent of, and caſt away their additions, and keep that which is of God in 


voz on © 


judgement, praRice and worſhip, according to the Scriptures which are a- | 


monegſt them, and: they become forthwith true and good Churches. The 
Church of Fudah after it had fallen to idolatry, by caſting away thar idolatry 
in the time of «Aſa, Fehoſaphat, Hezekiah and Fofub, was acknowledged a true 
and good Church withour new conſtitution. Nay more, if backſliding Iſrael, 
afrer her many. abominarions, had rerurned to God when they had lien long 
Jer.3.t;3- in idolatry, God would have received. them as his people without new Cir- 
& 4\f cumciſion. | 4 
Fourrhly, Whereas you ſay, From this Infant-Baptiſm they are called Chrifti- © 
ans or Chriſtendom, You do not prove it, We deny ir, and afſert Thar we are 
called Chriſtians or Chriſtendom from our faith in Jeſus Chriſt and the pro» # 
feffion thereof, and from our intereſt in the Covenant of Grace which God *% 
hath made with us in Chriſt the Mediatour exhibited 3 yer granting that Bap= | 
tiſm is the badze of our Chriſtianiry, but not that which conſtitutes Chriſti- 
ans, What rhey of Rome-or Spain ſay, we paſſe nor. £0 , 
Fifthly, Whereas-you ſay or imply, Baptiſm is dipping (in your ſenſe) and 
call it ſprinkling (by way of ſcorn) in our ſenſe, «nd would imply that Chriſt 
ordained, and his Apoſtles praQtiſed dipping, or as others expreſle ir, donfing #| 
over the head, nor infuſion or ſprinkling : We wiſh you to prove it if you can, | 
either from the proper ſignification of the word, or from the narure of the 
=: yas os Wh Ordinance, or from the hiſtorical relation of the Apoſtles praQice or other=- | 
aiowrny, Wiſe. We inde thar the word GariGe fignifies ro waſh or bedew, or imbrew * 
Bawiopss lightly, whether by infuſion of, or dipping into any liquid thing with a light 
anTpizr. touch 3. bur that it ſhould fignific only dipping or douſing, the ule of the word 
Mate3-Y. ill not allow. p ; 
ougic Perils | Tt isuſedto fignifie the ceremonial waſhing of cups, pots, brazen veſſels, 
FR x. or tables,which may be as wel] done by infuſion or pouring water upon them, 
vie x, Topl. a5 by immerſion or diping into the water, yea in ſome of them much better. 
Sce the ac- #7, The ſame word isalſo uſed to fignifie Chriſts baprizing with the holy 
an. 9 Ghoſt and with fire. This cannot be ſo underſtood thar Chrilt ſhould dip or 
Propheci ua douſe men intothe holy Ghoſt and fire, but that in the Primitive times the 
AA.s v.3. & holy Ghoſt ſhould be poured upon them, as the texts in the margin ſhew, and 2? 
»9a8, AR 1a. that Chriſt would in after times pour his Spirit ordinarily on his people, which *# 
44 & #s15,16« Spirit, inreſpect of operation, -is compared ro fire, as giving light, hear,c'c. 5 
Luk.12.50, : is uſed ro fienifie Chriſts death, wherein bis ble } 
be 3. This word is uſed ro fignife iſts dearh, wherein his bloud was poured if 
19 Bare. fortD andſprinkled on himſelf, and he waſhed in his own bloud. TI have, ſaich 
Sou. he,a Baptiſm to be baptized with, and again, Are you able to be baptized with © 
Ma#,30.23, the Baptiſm that I am baptized with? | | 
70 Kamio- .', This word is alſo uſcd to lignifie Chriſts execution of Juſtice on his ene- 
Cenitoucy, mies, he being compared to a mighty warriour, which with wounding and 
Ban Blas flaying his enemies, is beſprinkled with their bloud, which you out ot rhicir 
Ifa,63,93 body; when they are gaſhed and pierced by.-him. Our Tranſlators render that: 


in 


: 4a was wa A few F_* > wo. 
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3n the Revelation, liaving his garments dipped in bloud : But it may be weli Revag13- 


read asthar in Tſai4h, ſprinkled with bloud. For warrienrs do nor uſe to di 
or douſe their garments in their enemies bloud lying on the ground, but well 
may they have their garments beſprinkled therewith as ir guſheth our of their 
bodies being wounded by them. 

2. As'for the nature, uſc and end of Baptiſm, it is to ſignifie the pouring of 
the bloud and ſpirit of Chrift on our ſouls for regeneration, remilfion of ſins 
and (anGification, wherein we are not ſaid to be dipped or douſed into Chriſts 
bloud or ſpirit, bur to be ſprinkled therewith, or to have them poured upon us, 
Heb.9.13,14. chap.12.24. 1 Pet.1.2. Tſa.44-3. AfF,2.18, So thar Prophecie 
of Chriſts beſprinkling many Nations, Tfa.5 2:15. may be underſtood of his 
ſprinklinz them with his bloud (which having ſpilled,he was ſo deformed, 
more then any. man, .ver.14.). for juſtification, and his Spirit (which by his 
truth he purchaſed) 'for ſanctification.. The ſcope of rhe rext and coherence 
ſpeaking of Chriſts ſufferings and the-fruirs thereof, confirm'the interpretation 
as molt natural and proper.. 


3-As for the relation which the Scripture makes of the manner of baprizing, Tolks.29; 
. +e* 70. 


Sometimes indeed it ſpeaks of baptizing ar the river Fordan; but how impro- 
bable is it that they ſhould go .into-that —_— ſtream, which could not be 
paſled over _ on foot (without a miracle) and there be dipped with ex- g , 4. 
tream danger 0 

ſands in.one day, withour any mention of their going forth:to any great water 
to be dipped. 3-We reade of baprizing a whole houſheld in a Ciry in the deep 
fight, without the leaſt intimation of their $2ing forthto a river or any great 
water to be dipped,whickh if you conſider well,it may. be-you will nor be ſo con» 
fident incalling baprizing, dipping... - , // 

- Sixtly, You lay thar This baptizing or dipping of Beleevers was ordained of Chriſt 
and praiſed by the Diſciples for the right conſtitution of wue Churchtx. This you 
ſpeak as your own ſenſe. Anſ. This opinion was confured befote, and-by that. 
which follows it ſhall further appear, that neither Baptiſm nor diping is eflen- 
tial to the conſtitution of a truc Church, 

Seventhly, You ſay or imply, This baptizing or dipping'is that whiereby they 
became, and were truly called Chriſtians. Anſe This is falſe,that men cannor 
be right Chriſtians without your dipping :: Yea though we underſtand ir of 
rue Baptiſm, for faich or intereſt in Chriſt properly maketh Chriſtians. Be-- 
ing intereſted in Chriſt, though we ſhould be hindered by death or other pro-- 
vidence from Baprilme, yet we are true Chriſtians, as the thief on the Crofle. 


Thoſe three thouſand mentioned- in the As, when they had beleeved, were AR.z 19,8: 
Chriſtians, even befcre they were baptized 3 ſo Philip. before he came to the 4%' 


water. Baptiſm is rather an eftc& or conſequent, then a cauſe or antecedent of 
our Chriſtianity. People are rightly baprized becauſe Chriſtians,;nort Chriſti- 


ans becauſe baptized. | 
2. Neither were men hence at firſt called Chriſtians, becauſe baptized ; for 


many thouſands h3d been baptized a long time before they were called Chri- Mat. 25,6 
ſtians : For whercas great multitudes had been baptized by Fohn the Bapriſt, 1ob.g 5,6. 
and more by the Diſciples'of Chriſt before his death, and many thouſands alſo See AR 2.8 
after his aſcenſion, ar Feruſalem, Samaria and etſewhere. Beleeyers were nor 312 677 


called Chriſtians untill a good time after the Perſecurion and diſperfion at Fe- , 
| B 3 rulalem. 


drowning.' 2. We reade of baptizing in a City, divers rhou- AQ.z 41» 
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AQuue:s, raſalem. For the faithfull were firſt called Chriſtians at Amtroch, where Pau Þ 
and 


Barnabas had taught an whole year, and the number of Diſciples was 
mightily increaſed, there is'not the leaſt intimation that ——_ or dipping # 
ave them the name of Chriſtians,bur rather their famous profeſſion of Chriſt. * 
Thus much for parriculars obſervable in the main propoſition; I 
Eightly, From the whole propoſition in reſpeR of rhe marter, ler ir be noted, '? 
thar beſides your implicit faltning oa us ſomethings which we own not 3 and % 
afſerting as your own ſome things which you neither have nor can prove. The 
ho en of the Queſtion is miſtaken by you. You ſpeak of Baptiſm which 
is for the canſtiturion of Churches, whereas the Queſtion is, What Baptiſm 
isto be uſed amongft us,who are a Church (or Churches) conſtituted already? * 
We grant that to the firit conſtituting of Churches amongſt Jews or Inkidels, 
which 'were never a Chriſtian people, a Profefiion of repentance, faith or obe- 
dience mult be made by men-upoa the preaching of rhe Goſpel, that they and 
theic children may be accepred into Covenant and baptized. As Abraham pro- 
feſled his faith before thar he and his family were-circumciſed, but after ther 
his children were circumciſed, without requiring of aQual faich and repemance 
from them, as precedaneous to Circumciſion. They rhar will conſtirure new 
Churches amongſt Infidels,ought as we judge, firſt ro require aRual faith and * 
repentauce of that people before they admit them andtheir ſeed as members of 
the Church. Bur whatſoever you think of us, we Chriſtians in England know 
that we were through Gods grace a Church conſticured long ago, whoſe de- 
fe&s and corruptions, though many, yer have not been inconſiſtent with the 
being ofa Church ; neirher ({auch hath been the indulgence of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the head and King of the Church) were we ever unchurched. If yon 
will go and preach among Fews, Turks and infidels, and make it appear that 
you have a commiſſion for irzwe will nor gainſay your conftiruting of Church- 
esamongſt them, and baprizing Profeſſors of faith. Bur in the mean ſpace 
lerme adviſe you to rake heed, leit whiles you talk of conftxuring Churches a- 
mongſt Gods people, Satan uſe you as his inſtrument to overthrow Churches, 
by ſubverting ſouls, and whole houſes, through ſpeaking things you oughr nor 
for filthy lucre ſake 3 as he did thoſe noted in the margin. 
 Ninthly, Ler it be alſo obſerved, in the form of your propdunding the whole 
ſtare of the Queſtion, that you which weuld be accounted great diſputers and 
diſcufſers of the truth, laying down a negative Propokrion (as is evident to 
any that can diſcern a negation from an affirmation) in propounding it ſay 
we affirm--—- when indeed you deny. Will nor theſe fo grofle miſtakes, inthe 
parts and the whole, the matter and manner of this main queſtton ſtared by 
you, give juſt cauſe to judge that you are ſuch men as thoſe of whom the Apo- 


$Tim,1. 556, j}[e ſpeaks in theſe wards, Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure 


'T* heart, 4 good conſcience and faith unfeined, from which ſomo having ſwerved, have 
turned afide 10 vain jangling , deſiring to be teachers of the law, underſtanding neither 
what they ſay or whereof they affirm ? | 


H.-H F.B. Whereas you ſay, If if be,we defare you to prove it by plain Scriptures. 


Anſ. We have nothing to do to prove that which we never affirmed ; but 
you falſly father upon ys (as it may ſeem) thar you may fight with your own 
ſhadow. Burt we ſhall by Gods aſſiſtance prove, upon {olid Scripture grounds, 
That the Infants of Chriſtians, which are members of a conſtituted Church 
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| (ar Churches) have right to the Covenant of grace, and ſoto Baptiſm the ſeal 


= of entrance into the Covenant 3 and thar it- is agreeable to Gods word that 
ins | conſtirured Churches ſhould be continued by baptizing of children that arc 
5 © 7 members thereof. \ 
”", Bur firſt let us hear what you ſay for your way. You proceed thus, \ 
7 * Tha the Beptiſme of beleeuing men and women by xe praftiſed, is the Baptiſm of 14,14 FB. 


_— Anſ. For the anſwering of your Jn 2-8 on taken from Chriſts com- 
ich mand and the Apoſtles praQice 3 I will firit propound ſome things in general 
F to be conſidered, ſecondly make anſwer to the ſeveral Scriptures, 
wr" ; 1. I anſwer therefore, That neither any nor all theſe Scriptures do prove 
!, " # plainly, pofitively, immediatly and dire&ly, without conſequence or ſyllogiſm 
33 * (which 1 rake tobe your meaning when you call for plain and poſitive Scri- 
oy / prure) which I have beard that ſome of your way abhor and proceſt againſt, 
# rhatthe Baptiſm praRiſed by you is the Baptiſm of Jeſus Chriſt. In none of 
7X rhele Scriprures it is expreſlely ſaid, *© The dipping of beleeving men and wo- 
At ” men, practiſed by Henry Hugger and Fames Brown, is the Baptiſm of Jeſus 
ce = . 5 ' 
: Chriſt, Nor do wereade in the Evangeliits, Go Henry Hug gar and Fe. Brown, 


4 £ teach all Nations and baptize,&'c. Nor do we reade that Chriſt gave a com-- 
c Z mandto you two topreach the Goſpel to every creature : Nor do we finde in 
7 the As of the Apoſtles, that H.H. and F-B. ſaid rothe Fews, Repent and be 


baptized 3 or that the Sawmaritaas heard you rwo preaching 3 or that the Exnuch» 
** > went down with you to the water 3 or that the Faylour or Crifhs the Ruler of 
* the Synagogue were baptized by you or either of you. If you have any plain. 
= poktive dScriptures ay as > am ſelves, you may produce them. Neither 
? haveyou cauleto take it ill ro be urged thus: Seeing that you call for plain and 
| poſitive Scripture wichour ſyllogiſm or conſequence, to prove that children or 
7 infants by name ſhould be baprized or ſprinkled, why may not we require of 
* you, plain and pohtive Scriprure withour ſyllogiſm or conſequence, that H.H.. 
- and F-Br. ſhould dip men and women? When you ſhew us expretle Scriprure 
Z for the one, we will for the other. 
Z 2. © But it maybeyou will ſay, Ir will follow by pur conſequence from. 

theſe Scriptures, that your Bapriſm is the Baptiſm of Chu itt. | 

eAnf. 1.It is well if you be not afraid of (y]logiſms, conſequences and argu- 
mentation. 2. Yet you. have drawn no: ſyllogiims nor arguments. henee, and 
untill we ſee them we cannor anſwer them. 3.1If you take liberty to uſe reaſon- 
# ings and conſequences, you canner rationally deny to us the like liberty. 4. If 
2 you will bave theſe Scriptures brought home by any juſt. conſequence, for the 
2 proving of your Bapriſm to be the-Bapriſm of Chriſt, you mult underrake an 
2 hard task 3. for beſide yu Skill in Logick,@'c.you mult either prove your (elves. 
27 Apoſtles or Evangelifts, for to ſuch were theſe commands given, and of ſuch: 
3 weretheſe hiſtories 3 and that you have power and authority to preach to the Math 
7 wholeworld, power to ſpeak. with ſtrange tongues. to any Nation whatſoever, _ 
'* and to work miracles, and that you ought to preach tro none, but (or ar left Mats. 15, 
© principally) ro Fews and infidels, net building on others foundations, for theſe 16173 
things belonged to thoſe firſt founders of Churches :. Or elſe ar leaft you muſt R 53obe By 
Prove that you are Paſtors or Teachers (whom God hath appointed to ſucceed Mo 


7 thoſe extraordinary primitive Miniſters, who were. imployed in. founding and. 


D>2pp 
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conſtituting Churches,) which! are to build on the Apoſtles foundation, for 
Ephel-4lts vo: feing of the Saints, ſer-apart for the work of the Miniſtry, and for edifi- 
113-14 cation of the myſticall body of Chriſt. And if ſo, you mutt make ir appear, 
AA1g2z- that upon duetrial and examination of your gifts,and fitneſs in point of knows 
1 Time3o"32 ledge and holineſs, you have been (er apart to that Office, by the approbation 
305% ( impoſition of hands of the 'Presbytery, for that is the Gaſpel-order. You 
- Sq." gig muſt make it appear alſo thar you have a Flock to overſee and watch over,'and | 
Tit1.9,3,9, that you give your (elves wholly ro reading, meditation and ſtudy,and thar you 
A8.0.28- fully diſcharge your Miniſtry ia the. Flock of Chriſt ; if you will with any 
8 Tin:$1;z comfort to your ſcives, and ſarisfation to others that are godly and judicious ; 
Theb$o apply the Scriptures which you have cited ro your ſelves. Belides, if you be A- 
=. og why do you build on others foundatioas ? If Paſtours, whart talk you 

of conſtituting Churches, as if that were your work ? 


3. Thereaſon is not in all things the ſame of a Church to be conſtituted ,and 2 


of a Church coaſtitured already, as T have ſhewed'before in the example of * 
Abraham : when bis family was to be made a Church,under the diſpenſation of © 


the Covenant ſealed by Circumciſion, upon his profeſled faich and repentance, : 


he was circumciſed with his whole family ; and after this his Domefticall © 
Church grew up into a National 3 his poſterity being acknowledged members :: 
of the Church by Circumcifivn in Infancy, were not to ſtay for Circumciſion *? 
untill they a&ually.beleeved, after. Abrahams example. The ſame courſe was 
Exod, 12.48, taken with Profelyres, they ar firit were to profefle faith, and afterwards their * 
49- children to be circumciſed in Infancy. Inlike manner inthe New Teſtament, © 
A8.16.14,15, when G >vernours of families wete baptized, their whole families were bapti- 7 
& 3*,32-33, zed with them 3 of which hereafrer. When men are infidels, they and their * 
34 ſeed are aliens from the Common-wealth of Tſrael; and therefore muſt aRu- 
| . ally repent and beleeve before they and their childrenbe admitted to the Cove- 
nant: But having by faich laid hold on the Covenant for themſelves and theirs, * 


their children are intereſted therein, ar leaſt externally, ſo far as to have right A: 


to the ſcal of entrance. There is not the ſame reaſon of the foundation and »* 
ſuperſtruRion in all things, nor of planting trees and their ym up and | 
nouriſhing. Indeed at the firſt planting of a Park, Vineyard or Oi:chyard, 


there mult be a rooting or — of the firit ſtock, ttemme or branch imme- 


diatly in that ground or grafting ſtock, but afterward ir is not neceſſary or fit 
that every ſprig that ſprouts forth thence ſhould be cur off, and immediatly 
rooted in the carth 3 rhis courſe would hinder growth and fruitfulneſle. So the 
firſt. receivers of the Goſpel being planted into Chriſt, his Covenant and 
Church by faith, do ſucceſſively convey (according to the tenour of the Co- | 
yenant of grace) the bleſling to their children (whiles ſucceeding parents, the | 
offsprin of rhoſe firſt Beleevers continue in the faith,) ſo far forth, as that ® 
their loony haverighr ro the Covenanr (and ſeal of entrance) which runs # 
thus, I will be thy God and wy” od of thy ſced after thee. Thus it was unqueſti- 8 
onably from Abrahams unto | 
rude te!s us that ſome ofthe Jews were broken off from the Olive tree by unbe- Þ 
lief for a time, elſe rHey might with their iced Rill have partaked of the root 
and fatnefle of the Olive tree as before, which priviledge doubtlefle thoſe that 
were not broken off by unbelief, did retain ; and theſe unbelcevers when they 


{hall rerurn to Chrilt by faich,ſhall recover 3 and the beleeving Gentiles being | 
for 


Gen'19 J, 


Rom.119, 


hriits time 3 the Apoſtle uſing the like fimili- X 
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tharthe beleering 'Gentiles are fellow-heirs and' of-cthe ſame body. with belee- 
ving Jews, and ſo partakers of the ſame priviledges.-. Ic is true ſome things 
are. common to the conſtituting and founding of a Church, with its continu- 
ance and ſuperſtruQon, theſe mult be alike obſerved in both caſes:ſome things 
are proper ro-cach 3 and here heed mult be taken of confounding theſe, left if 


Swe be alwaies laying the foundation, we never come to perfe&tion.  HebiG112, 


'- 44 Whereas your praftice is to perſwade belecying parentsto forbear /bapti- 
zing of their children, uatill they can actually repent and beleeve z Where de 
you prove that;Chriſt commanded or his Apoſtles praQiſed this ? I am ſure 
thoſe Scriptures which you.ſet down, mention no ſuch thing. The Apoſtles 

according ro Chriſts command, preached to Jews and infid<|s,and having con- 
%rerred rhem, baptized them with their families 3 bur no where bid them keep 


their children, untill chey profefle their repentanceand faith, and then baprize 
Frhem ; this you praRiſe wichqur any Scriprure-warrant. 


Z +$.Neither do any or all theſe Scriptures prove,that it is according to Chriſts 
/inftirution, to baptize or dipthoſe which have been already baptized Into che 
*Name of the Father, Son and holy Ghoſt (which is your praRice) thele Scri- 
tures I am ſurecontain no ſuch command or practice. | "= | 
If you'ſay you finde a warrant for rebaprizing, Aﬀ.14.3,4,5..-] anſwer, 0h. - 
According as the Original will well bear ir, in the Hiſtory the fourth. and An. 


* fifth verſes may be ſo underſtood, as to-contain bur a relation made by Paz 
: (rehearſed by Luke) concerning rhe nature of Fobns Baptiſm, for the ſatisfying 
= ef thoſe twelve Diſciples, that whereas they had been baprized by Fobn, that 
$ was ſufficient in reſpe& of rhe outward fign 3 For thus C 


ich Paul, Fobn truly 


baprized zhe Bapriſm of repentance, {laying to the people thar they thould be- 
leevetin him which was to come, even Jeſus Chriſt : Bur they which heard 


7 him (or the hearers vig. of Fohn)- were baptized into the Name of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt 3 — not only thoſe twelve, but all Fohns hearers- as they _ 


' were taught by him to beleeve in Chriſt, for they were baprized by him into 
the Name of Chriſt ; ſothar we mult not judge that inthe fifth verſe Luke 
makes relation of what was done at that preſent time by Paul, to thoſetwelve 
diſciples, but ſhewerh how Paul continues his ſpeech to ſarisfie them and orhers 
preſenr,that the Baptiſm which they had received of Fohn,was the true Baptiſm, 
in the Name of Chriſt, ſo .rhat they necded no more external and marerial 
Baptiſm 3 nor had any cauſe to ſcruple the truth of their Baptiſm. And this 
reading is confirmed by theſe conſiderations, 1. The conjunGions wiy and S* 7, 

in the beginning of the fourth and fifth verſes, argue ſtrongly, that thoſe two 

verſes make up but one compleat ſentence,and ſo thar ir is the continued (ſpeech 


# of Paw holding on his diſcourſe concerning Fobns do&rine and Baptiſm,as ſu- 
| rable, both of them. referring to Chriſt 3 the one leading, the other dedicating 


& peopleto him. 2. Whereas our Tranſlarours render the bezinging of the fifth &, 
Z verle, Whenthey heard this, is may be more properly read ſo, according to the |. 


& Original [ But the hearers, or they which had Heard, or wheut' ey had heard, they 7ST os 


were kaptiged,] the word (his) is not inthe Ociginal. 3. This reaſon alio ,, 


may be added, Tf Fohns Baptilſme was nor ſufficient, bur that they muſt have 

anew Baptitm, it will follow that Fobns Baptiſm was not the ſame for ſub-" 

Rance with Chriſts and his Diſciples, wkich by not to be granted,ſeeing Chriſt 
was 


for the preſent planted: in; in their room, muſt enjoy; The fame Apoſtle faith. Fpheſcy 5. 


- _— 


| (to) | 
was baptized by Fobn : And as our Saviour ſhewed his fellowſhip with the 
Jews Church, by receiving the ſame Circumcifion which they bad ; (o he 
ſhewed his communion wich che Chriſtian Church by receiving the ſame Ba- 
ptiſm for ſubſtance with rhem. v0 

2. Gthers underſtand the fifth and fxth verſes to ſpeak of the ſame things, 
and hold that. theſe men were indeed baptized again 3 yet not with water, but 
with the holy Ghoſt, by the laying on of hands, according ro that of Fohn, I 


Mat. 3. deed beptize you with water, but he that cometh after me ſhall baptige you with the 
_-_ _ & boly Ghoſt and fire. And agrecadly to thoſe relations in the «As, of the Spi» 
11,156 Tit inthe ſhape of fire deſcending on perſons, according te that predi&ion z, 
AR.815,46, and at other times given by laying on of hands, a geod tune after Bapriſm,and 


1.thus underſtood it will make nothing for you. 


3- If we ſhould'grant it ro be underſtood of different bapriſms with water, © 
it will make nothing for you. For the Learned which hold that, ſay, that * 
Mat.1,u. Fohns DoQrine, Miniſtry and Baptiſm were introduRory to. Chriſts, and |; 
though higher then the Miniſtry of the Prieſts and Prophets, yer inferiour to # 


the full Goſpel-Miniſtry. Now you cannot ſay rhat the caſe is herc alike, and 


that our Miniſtry is ſubſervient and introduQory to yours by Gods appoint-: ; 


ment, as Fohns was to Chriſts. 


Aus, 4. This Scripture will do you.no ſervice, if it be paond thar thoſe men 


were baprized again, for they had not (o much as heard if there were any holy 
Ghoſt : but thoſe whom. you rebaprize were baptized into the name of the Fa=. 
ther,and of the Son, and of the holy Ghoſt, and were often inſtructed in the 
do&rine of the bleſſed Trinity. Tf youteply, Though theſe whom you dip had. 
heard of the holy Ghoſt, yer they had never felt the work of the holy Ghoſt in 
them. I anſwer, That indeed is too probable, ar leaſt in many of rhem, rhat 
becauſe they have plaid the hypocrites ſo long, being deſticure of rhe! ſpiric of 


2:Theſy,ro, ſanRification, and right diſcerning, through their own fault, they are thus 
1312 miſerably given over to ſtrong deluſions, to beleeve lies, ſeparating themſelves | - 


Iud.y-199 from Gods humble people,and powerfull Ordinances z; becauſe they are ſenſue. | 


all nor having the ſpirit. 
5- Yea thongh we ſhould grant that theſe were baptized _ bythe Apo-. 
Re here, it was for this end, that'by la us 50 of Pauls hands, they might re- 
ceive the gift of the holy Ghoſt, with ſpeaking ſtranye rongues and Popocy> 
ing, verſ.6. This you cannot procure for them whom you rebaptize. There- 
| we my, not this place for your praRice. 


ow I come to conſider of the particular Scriptures which you bring. Firſt. | 


Gay you, The commands of Chrift, Mat. 28.19,20. Go ye therefore and teach all 
nations, bapttting them in the Nigme of the.F ather, and of the Son, and of the holy 


Ghoft, &c. Mzte16.15,26. And he ſaid unto them, Go ye into all the warld, and: 
each the G oſþ cl unto every ereature, He thas belecveth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, 


that beleeveth not ſhall be condemned. 


Anſ.: To theſe Scriptures I anſwer three things,. 1. They make nothing 7 


for your opinion and praRice : For t. Theſe commands were given to the A- 
les, who wereto lay the foundation of Chriſtian Religion, where Chriſt 


0 
—— 4 by not been heard of, as is plain in theſe very Scriptures, and by the example 
a.Cor. 1015, Of Paul and other Apoſtles, a&ing by vertue of this Commiſlion : Bur you do 


1.nor ſo, bur boaſt jn things without your meaſure, even of other mens Jabours, 
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and boaſt in orher mens Lines of things made ready to your hands ; asthe A- 
ſtle implies the falſe teachers at Coriwh did. It is well known that you go 
tothem which are by profeſſion Chriſtians already. 2. Though theſe Scri- 
prures command ro make Jews and Gentiles diſciples and baprize, or to preach 
ro all creatures and baprize, yer they forbid not baptizing thoſe thar are not 
capable of outward teaching and preaching ro for the preſent. Tf you gather 
from the order of the words,rhat none bur thoſe thar belceve (aRually-and per- 
ſonally) muſt be baptized, you may as well gather none but thoſe that are ba- 
was ſhall be ſaved; for as in the text, beſeeving goeth before baptizing, ſo 
aptizing goes before ſaying. Nay, though Chritt ſaith peremprorily, He tha: 
belecveth not ſhall be condemned, you will not I think hence conclude that all In- 


| fants which you ſay cannot beleeve; muſt neceſflarily periſh in their Infancy g 

", though this might far more probably be concluded from. the text, then what 

- you would conc 

> ro agmit of noreſtrition,but muſt be limited according to the (ubje&-marter, 
© vit- that when profeſſed infidels, ſuch as the Apoſtles were ſent to, are preach- 
* edto, they muſt be made diſciples and beleeve, and then be baptized,and ſuch 

| as 2requite out of Covenant, and hayeno means of 


ude. The words therefore are not to be raken ſo generally, as 


s of being taken into Cove» 
nant bur by aQual faith of their own,muſt be condemned if they beleeve nor. 
2. Theſe Scriptures make much againſt you, for while you urge them for 
your warrant, you not only uſe no exdeayours to go to the poor Nations and 
Heathens to preach the Goſpel to Jews and Infidels, as theſe Commiſſions re- 
quire, bur are alrogerher unable for ſuch a work. For, let me ask you, Can 
you ſpeak the tongues of all the people in the world ? of Indians, Ethiopians, 
Turks, Sqthians, Fews,&c. Or can you work miracles, which were ſo neceſl>- 
ry for the layiug of the foundation of Chriſtianity gy Infidels, which 
power Chriſt promiſed to his Apoſtles to whom he direQly gave this Com- 


' miſſion, and accordingly inabled them thereunto. If you cannot do theſe, 
+ boaſt na more of theſe Scriptures. 


3. Yeathough you would infinuate that theſe Scriptures are much againſt 
our judgement and ar yet I hope it will appear anon that they are much 
for us. Only let me 
make not for the Anabapriſts, ſurcly they cannot make for you ; The fore- 
named reaſons hold as ſtrongly againſt your (elves as them, for do you lay new 
foundations of Churches any more then they ? can you ſpeak with all rongues 
and work miracles? do you $0 amongſt infidels to preach any more then they ? 


0 
» 


Corio.» 
66, 


rſt prevent an objeQion,which is this 3 If theſe Scriptures gz, 


Thedifference of our ju —_— and praQtice from theirs, frecs us from this 4nf, 


obje&ion which mult neceſlarily preſs them. For 1.Whercas they talk of con- 
ſituring aew Churches, and ſo would lay a new foundation, as if they were 
ro deal with Jews and other Infidels : We Miniſters of Chriſt in this Nation, 
and our brethren the Paſtors and Teachersof Chriſtian Churches in all other 
Nations, build ſill on the old foundation, Jaid by the Apoſtles 3 and labour 


+ for the reformation, increaſc and propagation of thoſe Churches which were 


conſtituted by them, or did flow from thoſe firſt conſtiruted Churches, as 


' branches from a ſock, ſo that we by virrue of theſe Commiſſions, preach the 


word and baptize in all Nations (where God is pleaſed to continue his truth) 
not each one ſeverally in al] Nations, bur all of us diſtributively in ſeveral 


his 
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his proper charge, and yielding mutual help upon occaſion, by which means 
"the whole is provided for, not inchoatively by way of founding or conſtitu- 
ting, but ſucceſſively by way of edifying and propagating. ' 2.; Whereas we 
require of you to ſhew miracles, ſpeak ſtrange languages, becauſe you profeſs 
on thefe Scripture grounds to conititure new Churches, and lay the foundati- 
on of Chriſtian - 248, wage we have good reaſon for it, fith miracles and 
_— were neceſſary 
ceflary for thoſe that will-undertake the ſame work now. Bur {eeing we build 
on the foundation laid by the Ley labouring for the edification and pro- 
pagation of the Churches conſticrutred by them, or at leaſt, which have by 
propagation flowed from thoſe which they founded 3 and (ceingthoſe Church- 
es (or that Church) which we labour to edifice, were firſt founded by them 
which had the'gifts of languages and miracles, and we teach a people that al- 
ready profeſle Chriſt, and are convinced of the truth of Chrittian Religion 3 
miracles are not necefſary to us, nor can berationally required of us: -The 
: ſame I may ſay of ſtrange rongues, of which the Apoſtle (aith that they are a 
2 Cote 15423s fon, not to them chat beleeve, but ro them that beleeve not. We therefore thar 
preach to Chriſtians, Beleevers, and Church-members, need them not 3; bur 
= who pretend to conſtitute Churches, look on thole that are nor dipped 
y you,as Heathens, Infidels, and without Chriſtendom, ſhould ſpeak with 
rongues, that you may convince theſe Infidels of the truth of your dorine., 


3. You bring theſe Scriptures as direRly,arid without deduRion or Don wh 


belonging to you 3 we argue from them,ſo as ro apply them to our (clves,by dc- 


duQion and conſequence. By this it appears how juſtly we make. uſe of theſe. 


Scriptures,being Miniſters of thoſe Churches,which by a continued flux have 
been propaparsd from thoſe founded by the Apeſtles, and ſo may humbly boaſt 
of,and lay claim unto thoſe promiſes, Mat.16.18. On this Rock will I build my 


Mat16a8. Church,and the gates of bell ſhall not prevail agaiuſt it And Mat. 28.20, And lo Iam * 
Mat.zt.2% with you alway events the end of the world ; which promiſes could not. belong ro: -* 


theApoſtles only (for they continued nor unto the end of the world in the work 
of the Miniſtry,) but to them and the Churches and Miniſters which ſhould 
ſucceed them. For Chriſt promileth.to the Apcitles that he will be with them 
indiſcipling, baprizing, teaching the things which he had commanded them, 
unto the worlds end, which work when the Apcſtles died, they delivered up to 
ſucceeding Miniſters. 


I come now to ſhew how theſe places make for us. 1..In Mat 28.19. Thar . 


which you reade according ro our Tranſlation, Teach, is properly, Make diſci- 

ralureuomile je; or ſchoters. Now nor only aged perſons which are come to diſcretion, 

may be made ſcholers or diſciples ot Chriſt, but alſo children. 1.As God hath 

Ma.54-13- promiſed that in his Church where his Goſpel and Covenant are diſpenſed, he 

T3134 will teach his people from the leaſt ro the.grearcſt, all the Churches children 

3%" ſhall be taught of God. Gods Spirit ſhall nor depar: from their ſeed, nor ſeeds 

ſeed, &*c. 2+ As they ai with and by their parents deyored to God, to be 

brought up in his School, by ourward inſtrufion, when capable, and we know 

that ſittlechildren, which pet cannot learn,being ſent to ſchool are called ſchol- 

Deut.6.9,3& ES, becauſe they are inthe ſchool and intended for learning, when capacity 

Eph,6.4 ſhall be given. Thus children of Beicevers are from their infancy devoted to 
2 Tims315o 20 Chrifls 

and. 


or this work to the Apoſtles 3 and ſurely no. lefle ne- | 


School, to be brou;ht inthe nurture and information of. the Lord, 
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4nd we know no age is uncapable'of Gods teaching. ::3, It is ſaid, AZ.15.v.r, 
compared with 1%; that the: falſe Apoſtles which urged Chriftians to be &ir- 
cumciſed according 'to the law 'of Moſes (which we know was, that children 

ſhould be ci:cumciled at eight daies old) did pur a yoke on the neck of the 
diſciples, ſo that they are called diſciples on whom they urged -Circumciſion, 
but tes urged Circumciſion not only on grown Chriſtians, bur allo on their 
children; T herefore their children are diſciples. 4. In A#.21.4, & 5. verſes, 
Thoſe of Tyre which are called ne re (whereof ſome were endried 

with the ſptrit of Prophecie indeed (bur all are nor Prophers) and warned Paul \ Cor, 12,29, 
of the danger of going to Feruſalem,) ſeem ro be comprehended-under theſe 

three heads, 2. Men, or the husbands and fathers. 2. Women, 3. Their chil- 

dren, who accompanied rhe Apoſtle to the ſea-ſhore, and mot likely the In- 

fants in-their mothers arms are here intended, who with their parents were 

raken along, when they went co take their laſt farwell of the Apoltle, as well 

ro exprelle that dear aftetion and honour that rhey did owe to him, asto ob- 

tain, not only for themſelves, bur alſo for their little ones the benefir of the 

laſt prayer, wherein they were to join in preſence with that faithfull Embaſla- 

dour of Chriſt : 'T he preſence of children and ſucklings tending much to move 

the bowels of parents to crave, and the Apoſtle ro make affeftionate prayers 

for thoſe Saints and their children whom he ſhould never ſee more. As Moſes Deut,19 ic, 
before his laſt farwell to the Iſraelites, would have them ftand' before God with 12» 
their little ones, and enter into Covenant with him : So theſe at their farweil- 

taking with the Apoſtle, . did p_ themſelves before God with their little 

ones: And as Exr4in rhar ſolemn humiliation ſought of God a good way,not 

only for the aged, bur alſo for the little ones. So it ſeems theſe pious parents 

would have Paul to ſeek unto God for themſelves and their little ones 3 they pzr,8, 21, 
no lefle belonging to God and being diſciples now, then in the time of Moſes 

his law; and therefore they enjoy the priviledge of diſciples or perſons'in Co- 

venant, vi3-communion with'the Apoſtle and the other Sairits in ſolemn pray- 

er, which undiſcipted perſons and aliens from the Covenant, were: never ad- 

mitred ro. Ob. But the fathers are evidently diſtinguiſhed by the names of 0b- 
diſciples frem their children, theretore-the children were nor diſciples, ſeeing 

rhe name of diſciples is appropriated to the men only. - Anſc It this reaſon were A'ſ- 
900d, the wives ſhould be no diſciples or beleevers, for they are no lefle diftin- 

guiſhed from the men (ro whom the-name of diſciples is aþpropriated then rhe 
children) but no man will deny thc wives to be diſciples or beleevers, for this 
diltin&ion, therefore neither the children. 2. Bur the children and wives did 

equally partake inthe priviledge of diſciples, viz; communion in the prayer 

with the Apoſtles and Saints as well as the men, Therefore they were diſci- 

ples as well as the men. ©-5. They that are ſo-to be received in Chriſts Name, 

that Chriſt himſelf is received in them, belong-to Chrift and are Chriſts diſ- 

ciples. For ro ſhew kindneſle or do ſervice to- any in Chriſts Name, and be- 

cauſe they belong te Chriſt; and becaule they are diſciples, or in the name of 
diſciples, or becauſe they are ſuchas beleeve in Chriſt, are all one in Scripture 
phrate,as may appear by comparing theſe Scriptures, Mat.10.4 2.Mar. 9.4142. 

But the little children of Beleevers or Church-members are ſo to be received: 
in Chriſts Name, that Chriſt himſelf is received in or with them, Mat. 18.5. 

T herefore they are Chriſts Diſciples and belong ro him. So much concern- MitaÞB,g, | (if 
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ing the 'word pa S47ivoury, and hence I argue thus. 

1. Diſciples according to Chrifts Commiſion laid down in Scriprure, are 
to be baptized : Bur children of the faichfull,cven whi.it Infants,are diſciples, 


| Therefore to be baptized- 


2. Whereas it is ſaid, Make diſciples all Nations, baptjzing them ; hence 
I gather, Children are not to be excluded: 1, Becauſe children are a very 
conſiderable and eflential part of a Nation... 2-As the Jewiſh Nation had been 
a Nation of diſciples, and an holy people z ſo new in the time of the Goſpel 


the Chriſtian Nations were to become Gods people. Bur the Jews were (o 3 


Nation of diſciples, and an holy people, 2s that their children were taken with 
them into the Covenant,and admitted to the ſeal of entrance : ſo ſhould theſe; 
for Chriſtians are called an holy Nation now, as the Jews heretofore. Hence 
I argue, Diſcipled Nations, or Nations made diſciples, and all their mem- 
bers and conſiderable integral parts, no where excepted, areto be baprized. 
For the whole —— all rhe parts, and the command that appoints 
all Nations to be baptized, mult necds rake in the ſeveral parts of thoſe 
Nations which are no where excepred : But children of belceving Nations are 
members and conſiderable integral parts of diſcipled Nations, as being more- 
in number for the moſt part then grown perſons,the hope of poſterity,in whom 
the parenes live, and by whom States, Churches and families are continued 3 
being alfo more free from fin (as uncapable of aQual rebellion and provecati- 


"Nom, 34.39, ON roy God, whom he is pleaſed ſometimes to (pare, when be puniſheth 
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ſeever I bave commanded you. Indeed tl 


ious and Covenant-breaking parents, and for whoſe (ake ſometimes he 
ſpareth flagirious parents) neither are children in this Scripture or el{where ex 
cluded out of Chrifts Commiſlion ; Therefore they are ro be baptized, 

3- From the order of Chriſts Commiſſion, -it may be gathered, Thar di(- 
cipling and baprizing goerh before teaching. Mat.28. 19,20, Thus we reade, 
Going therefore, make diſciples all Nations, _— them into the 'Name of 
ihe F ather, and of the Son,and of the holy Ghefce ing them to keep all things what- 

e Goſpel was to be offered to Jews and 
Infidels, and they exhorted to accept Chriſt and rhe Covenant of grace, before 
they were baptized 3 bur Baptiſm was not to be deferred, nor they rejeRed as 
no diſciples, untill they ſhould have learned the whole DoQtrine of Chriſtia- 
nity, and all the commands of Chriſt. Bur whoſoever on the preaching of the 
Goſpel and offer of Chriſt, ſhould nor Rohboraly refuſe him, but (nr 
being renounced) werededicated to the worſhip of God and Chriſt ( whether 
ſuch as had power ro diſpoſe of themſelves by themſelves profeſſedly conſent- 
ing 3 or ſuch as were at the diſpoſe and under the power of others, and by their 
conſent and authority given up te Chriſt) they were to be admitted into 
Chriſts ſchool, acknowledged bis diſciples, and baptized into his Name, and 
afterward to be inſtrued in his dotine and commands. Hence I gather thus. 
If Infants of Belcevers are not to be baptized, it is becauſe they are not capa- 
ble of being taught Miniſteriatly in the dotrines and commands of Chriſt for 
the preſent. All the arguments of the Anabapriſts may be referred to this head, 
They ſay they cannot repent, beleeve, enter into Covenant, &#c. Why ? be- 
cauſe ſay they, they are an of being taught 3 or ar leaſt rhey would ga- 
ther from Chriſts Commiſſion they are uncapable of bcing preached ro and 
raught 3 Therefore of being baptized. . 
ut 
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But this is not a ſufficient cauſe why they ſhould nor be baptized : For 
teaching the doQtines and commands of ' Chriſt, ſhould go after, not before 
Baptiſm, according to the order of Chriſts Commiſſion ; It's enough that 
perſons be devoted ro Chriſt, upon the render of the Goſpel, by thoſe rhar have 
power externally to dedicate them to him, and then = are to be baptized,and 


” as it were, matriculated into his School, and after taught all things that Chriſt 


hath commanded them 3 the comrary courſe is a prepoſterous inverting of the 


order of Chriſt ; Therefore Baptiſm is nor to be denied ro the Infants of Be- 


leevers. But they are by their parents to be. dedicated ro Chriſt and then bap- 
tized, and afterwards inſtruRed and raughr in all the dorines and commands 
of Chriſt, which way is moſt agreeable to the order of Chriſts Commiſſion. 

4. Whereas it is (aid in Mark 16.16, He that beleevnh and is baptized ſhall 
be ſaved, be that beleevarh not ſhall be condemned. If you will rake theſe words 
preciſely, as containing a generall and compleat rule, by which we muſt Judge 

Cat- 


'who muſt be baprized and ſaved, who not, without limitation ro the fir 


ling of Jews and Gentiles to Chriſtianity. Treaſon thus againſt you frem 
this Scripture, Children, even the Infants of Chriſtians, either beleeve or not.. 
If they belceve,having faith though bur ſeminal or virtual comprehended in re-- 


eneration or circumciſion of the heart, which God promiſeth tothe ſeed of Deur.zo.6, 


Se faithfull, or maybe ſaid to beleeve in their parents, who accepy of the Co- 
venant for themſelves and their ſeed, then they are to be bapriycgy as this Scri- 
prture fſhews, and your own argument _ rheir Baptiſm yields 3 this being 
our great reaſon againſt baptizing children, becauſe,fay you,they cannot be- 
Cons Bur if you ſay they do not, cannor beleeve, they are all damned by you, 
from this Scriprure, which ſairh expreflely, #/boſoever- beleeves not ſhall be con- 
demned. Take which you will, If you ſay the former the cauſe is yielded by 
you. If the later, wit. Thar all the children of Beleevers, whiles Infants, are 
condemned, and thar there is no hope of ſalvation if they die before grown 
years, this being ſo contrary ro the Covenant of God, and his promiſes, will 
make you deſervedly abhorred, of all thoſe that know God, his Covenant and 
Scriptures. If you to aveid this dilemma ſay,this Scripture belongs only to thoſe 
of = years,as were thoſe unbeleeving Jews and Heathens, ro whom the A- 
poſtles.were immediatly ſent 3: and therefore the conJdemnation- of Infants, 
through want af aGual faith cannot be bence concluded 3 you anſwer your 
ſelves, and might as cafily ſec, that the excluſion of Infants from Baptiſm, for 
want of auall, perſonal profeſſed fairh, cannot hence be gathered, eſpecially 
ſeeing theſe words are far more peremptory and expreſle againſt the ſalvarion, 
then _ =_ xn repel _ Fn | 
Secondp,.You ſay, t you prefiiſe is to be#be Baptiſm of Chriſt, by the 
praffice of the Diſciples . in obedience v0 thoſe commands, as AQ. 2, - —_ - coed 
ſaid unto them, and be baptized every one of you, in the Name of Feſus Chriſt 
uns the emiſſions} 5, Yer-41. Then they that gladly received the word, were bap- 
tized, and the ſame day added no #he Church. 

. Anſ. You cut off in the citation of this Scripture a very material part, name- 
ly, the ground of the Apoſtles exhortatian to them tobe baptized, which if 
you would have conſidered (criouſly, might have made you atraid to urge.this 
place for your purpoſe. It ſeems you thoughr-it good policy to omir it, leaſt; 


others ſhould ſce how little it makes for your purpoſe, or rather how much a- 
, gainſt 
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g4ainſt you- The words you'omitted are in ver. 39., The Apoſtle havins ex- 
Toned them: to repent and be baptized in the Name.of Chriſt, for the remiſ- 
fion of fin, and that they might receive the gifr of che holy Ghoſt : adds this 
reaſon, yer. 39. For the promiſe is 8 you and to your children, aud to all that be afar 
off, ſo many as the Lord our God ſball call. Uſing this argument to- perſwade 
them'ro be baprized, and to expe& the ſpirjrual blefling fignified in Baptiſm, 
viF, the remiſlion of fins and pouring of the Spirit on.them 3 for the promiſe 
( taith he) is t9, you and your [children : ; and leaſt - we ſhould rhink that this 
-priviledge was peculiar tothe Jews, to have their children intereſted in the pro- 
mile with their parents. he adds, And to all has be afar off, ſo many as the Lord 
your God ſhall calþ,, : Nting thar all thar ſhall be called of rhe remote Gentiles, 
ſhall enjoy the like priviledge, namely that the promiſe hall belong, not only 
to orgy I allo their children. , - Whence I reaſon thus, To whom the 
promiſe, of remiffign,of ins, and the gift of the holy Ghoſt belongs, ro the 
ameal(o Bapriſm, the-pledge thereof, belongs 3. for. this is the ſumme of the 
Apoſiles reaſoning, ro be gathered our of the 38, and'39. verſe. Bur the pro- 
miſe is to the faithfull or people of God and their children, whether Jews or 
Deut.4.. Gentiles, even thoſe that were afar off, whom God ſhall call ; and therefore 
Mgt.46. Baptiſm belongs to them and their children. You know. who forbids roadd ro | 
compared or take from the word, and who, is the ringleader of thar art of curtaylin 
with Pſal.g!, ns. | ER " yung 
_ 4 So Where it is laid, T hoſe thar gladly received che woxd, were bapxized 3 F 
It may be well underſtoed, as they, received the word they received Baptiſm | 


the ſeal and appendix of the word. , Bur they received the word of promile as it 
was propounded te them by the Apoſtles, which was thus, Thar it belongel 
to them and their children, Therefore anſwerably. the (cal of the, word,: ut, 
Bapriſm,belonging to them and their children, they, were baptized and ;heir 
children. 1 3 = Lond ho. Snim 
2. Whereas you lay, They that-received. the word were added to the Church : | 
The text ſaith, Aud the ſame day there were added to the Church three thouſand ſouls. 
It is not ſafe thus to make bold with,and miſ-report Scripture. Gp 
The next Scripture which you cite is, ©A#.$.1. But when they belecved, Phix 
« lip preaching the things concerning the Kingdom of God, in the Name of Feſus, they 
«« were baptized, both men and women. ' T,o this I anſwer. IE 
1. Who knows nor that the words, men-and women, are names rather no- 
ting the ſexes then ages, and.are appliable ro Infants as well as grown perſons ? 
Gen. 4, Did not Eve when ſhe had born her firit childe ſay, I have gotten a man from the 
VIP Lord? Will you hence gather, that becauſe ſhe cals him a man, therefore he 
WIN "was at perfe& age at the day of his birth ? When Chriſt ſaith that ghe woman 
Ioh16,2%, when the is delivered of a childe, remembred not, her anguiſhfor joy. that a 
man is born into the world 3 doth it follow hence that the new-born childe is 
&v%ms. a full-grown man ?} No ſure, the, word notes the;ſpecics or kinde of man di- 
tin from other creatures, without difference of age or ſex: So then you can- 
not from the' natnes of men and women conclude the ripenefle and perfection 
of years. . | | | 
i If you obje&, Bur they beleeved : Remember whar is ſaid on Mar. 16. 
15,16. and Aﬀ.2.39. and you may gather thence, That, when parents bc- 
come Belceyers, God accepts. their Infant children as Belcevers, and giveth 
them right tothe Covenant and Promiſe. 3 Bur 
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3. But how(oever, enough hath been ſaid in the general conſiderations to 
ſhew ow little help you can have from this or any other Scripture for your 
urpole. 
, The following proof is in © A#.8.36.37. The Eunuch ſaith, Loe, here is wa- 
<< ter, what doth hinder me to be baptized ? And Philip ſaid, If thou beleevet with all 
« thy heart thou maiſk. 
Anſ. We grant that they which never lived in a Chriſtian Church, nor were 
born ef Chriitian parents, nor have intereſt in the Covenant by their parents 
faith (which was the caſe of the Eunuch) are to be baptized when they beleeve 
and not before : But what makes this for your purpole ? 2. But what would 
you gather hence ? that none areto be baptized, but they which beleeve with 
their whole heart ? If (o, I aniwer, 1. Then you will condemn not only us,but AR.8113, 
alſo the ſame Philip for baptizing Simon whoſe heart was not right in the gy, : 
fight of God, and therefore he beleeved not with his whole heart : you muft 
condemn many of your own dippings, for doubtlefle many come to you to be 
dipped for baſe ends, You cannot promiſe to yeur (elves more dexterity then 
was in the Apoſtles and Evangeliſtsto baptize none bur uprighr-hearted ones. 
3- If fo, you mult not baprize any untill you ſee into their hearrs, that they _ 
beleeve ſincerely, and chen you muſt lay down your new trade of dipping 3 for * Ning 8. 9, 
none but God tecth mens hearts whether they be uprighr or no. 
Your next Scripture is, © A#.10.47. Then. anſwered Peter, Can any forbid 
« water that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have received the bY, Ghoſt as we ? 
and he commanded them to be baptt$ed in the N ame of Feſus Chriſt. 
Anſ. 1. It is plain thar the Apoſtle gives this as a reaſon why they ſhould be 
baptized, becauſe they had received 6 gitr of che-holy Ghoſt. Now you can A8&,n.44,45. 
hence gather immediatly no warrant for your baptizing, untill you can procure and ir,15, 
by your preaching the effuſion of the holy Ghoſt, ina viſible and miraculous 
manner 3 as it is evident that that in the text was. | 
2. Bur if you ſay, Indeed theſe vifible and miraculous gifts of the holy 
Ghoſt ceaſe with the Primitive times : But God now pours his Spirit of ſan- 
Rification ordinarily, and inviſibly on people, and ſuch as have received that 
may be baptized. I grant ir, and aſſume, The gift of the holy Gholt is pro- 
miſled ro,and beſtowed on Infants in the Church, not only extraordinarily, as 
in the example of Fob! the Baptit, bur ordinarily according to Gods promiſe, | 
AFR.2.38,39. Iſa. 443,45» 
Your following example is, +@#.16.32,33,34- And they fpake unto himthe 
word of the Lord, and #0 all that were inhis houſe. And he took them the ſame hour of 
the night, and waſhed their ſtripes, and was baptized he and all —_ And 
when he had brought them into his houſe, be ſet meat before them, and rejoiced that he . 
and all his beleeved in God. 
Anſ. To this I anſwer, The laſt words are mil-cired (And rejoiced that he aud 
all his bcleeved in God.) Our Tranſlators render it, Aud rejoiced (belecving in God 
with ll bis houſe.) Which if the Parenthetis ha been obſerved, and in ſtead of 
(beleevmg ) they had read (having belceved,or after he had belecucd) had very fully 
and fitly cr forth the emphaſis of the Original 3 which is thus word tor word, izaMiaozny 
He exceedingly rejoiced(or exulted) with(in oi through) his whole houſe,after that he Tword me. 
had belceved in God,or he having belecved in God,rejoiced in his whole houſe. Here it Mews Ted 
is not (aid that the wholc houle belceved in Gad 3 but the words ſhew that rhe Ls 
D 
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Jaylor when he had beleeved in God,and he and all his were baptized,he made a 


feaſt, and ſhewed his exceeding joy through his whole houſe, or with his whole 
houſe. The Syriack: Trauſlacion reades it thus, 4nd he exulted and all 


9J31 RV TPM) be children of bis bouſe, even all of thexa in the faith of God. Now cong= 
PMID UVa ger in this Hiſtory theſe things. 1.How that when the poor affrighted 
m7) T2027 3 Jaylour ſaith, bat ſhall T do that I may beſaved ? Paul and Silas an- 


Gen,19.7« 
Lukag.s, 
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N'1 {wer, Beleeve in the Lord Fefus, and thou ſbals be ſaved aud all thine houſe. 
They require faith of the Jaylour, that he and his family might be admitted 
Into a ſaving eſtate. They (aid not that every one of his family muſt of ne- 
ceſſiry aQually belceve and profeſſe, that ſo his houſhold might be ſaved with 
him ; but they tell him If he beleeye, both he aud his houſhold ſhould be 
ſaved : As eAbrahan beleeved, and all his family, even Infants, were taken in- 
to Covenant of ſalvation. And when Zacheus beleeved, ſalvation came to his 
houſe, he being made a ſon of Abraham. So God ſhews here by his ſervants 
that he would deal with the Jaylour, not Randing for the preſent on ftri& 
terms of aRual faith of all in his houſe. If the Governour beleeve,ir is enough 
ro put the whole family into a ſaving eſtate, inchoatively ar leaſt in relpe& of 
admiſſion into Covenant, neither are any ro be excluded, bur ſuch as by ſtub- 
born refuſal of the Goſpel offered, deprive themſelves of that priviledge. 

2. It is ſaid indeed, thar they ſpake to him andall in his houſe, verſ.z 2, 
the word of the Lord 3 but whether it be meant of the priſoners in the Priſon- 
houſe, wirh Paul and Silas, or of thoſe of his houſhold, is not expreſſed 3 the 
former ſeems very probable rather then the later. 1. Thoſe to whom they {pake 
the word are ſaid to be All that were in bis bouſe,v. 32. T hoſe that were baptized 
with him are ſaid to be allhis: Now priſoners and ſtrangers might be in his 
houſe,but thoſe only of his own family were his. 2.Yer.32.It is ſaid they ſpake 
20 all in the houſe;and yer afterwards it is ſaid, ver.34- thar he brought them 
into his houſe 3 as if they had nor been in his dwelling houſe before. 

3. If ic be meant of his family to which they ſpake the word, that proves 
not that there were no Infants in the family, or that the Infants were nox ta- 
ken into Cevenant, and baprized with their parents, any more then the exhor= 
tation of Moſes to that great aſſembly of the Iſraelites, mentioned, Deut.29.9, 
10,11,12. proves cither that there were no little children in that aflembly, or 
that they had no right to the Covenant 3 both which are expreſly contradited 
inthe context, verſ. 9. Keep therefore, faith Moſes, the words of this Covenant 
and do them, that ye may proſper inall that ye do. Verl(.10, Te ftand this day all of 
y0u before the Lord your God, your Captains of your Tribes, your Elders, aud your 
Officers, with all the men of Iſrael. Verl.11. Tour little ones, your wives, and thy 


uy that is in the Camp ; from the hewer of thy wood 10 the drawer of thy water. 


Verſ.12. That thou ſhouldeſt enter into Covenant With the Lord thy God, aud into his 
Oath which the Lord thy God maketh with thee this day,&c. Now as Moſes made 
this exhortation to all Iſrael, though the little children amongſt them were not 
able to underſtand it, and be gffefted with it for the preſent, and yet were pre- 
ſent to be admitted into Covenant, and had right to the ſeal of entrance there- 
into > and this exhortation was for their good, as their parents embracing ir, 
were With their children received into Covenant, and put in minde of their 
duty, in devoting their children to, and bringing them up for God 3 and as ir 


. might ſerve for the childrens inftrution when they ſhould come to age.. So 
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Paul and Silas might ſpeak to the whole family, among} whom might be little 
oges 3 who though they underſtood not the dorine and exhortation propoun” 
ded for the preſent, yet might upon the parents imbracing of this doftrine, be 
received into Covenant with them, and to the ſeal of entrance thereinto 3 and 
afterward by their parents inſtrued in that dorine, which for the preſent 
they underſtood not. 

4. Ir is ſaid that he and all his were baptized ftrairway. There is no ex- 
preſſion or intimation that every one belceved and made a profeſſjon of bis 
faith for themſelves ſeverally : but when the Jaylour had manifeſted his repen= & {Cai 
tance and faith, he and all his were baptized ftrairway. It ſeems that the 4 94 ary 
faith and profeſlion of the head of the family, was (ſufficient to give right to 7775 mer 
the members, at lealt to thoſe that did not expreſs their difſent or refuſal of it. 3 

5. The word (having belceved ) verl:34. is of the fingular number and maſ- 
culine gender,and muſt be reterred to the Jaylour only,according to the Gram- 
matical conſtru&tion : 
6. Though it ſhould be - that he and his whole houſe may be ſaid to 
beleeve (which yet the words of the text prove not) It may be well underſtood 
ſo as eAbraham and all his family were beleevers in Covenant, and circumciſed, 
even thoſe that were Infants : the Head having made profeſſion of his faith 
and ingaged himſelf to take care of all his family ſhould be inftry&ed in the 
faith and obedience of Ged. And this laſt anſwer (beſide divers of the for- 
mer general and ſpecial ) may ſerve for rhe laſt Scripture, viz. < Aﬀ:a8.8. 
« And Crifp us the chief Ruler of the Synagogue beleeved in the Lord with all his 
& bouſe-; and many of the Corinthiaus belecved and were baptized. And indeed how 
can it be thought probable thar ſuch families as the Jaylours, the Rulers of the 
Synagogue, and Lydias (whoſe houſhold was baprized upon her hearing and 
beleeving of the word, no mention being made of the reſts hearing or belec- 
ring) ſhould have no children in them ? Hence I gather thus, 
If as rhe firſ& preaching of the Goſpel the fajthfull with their whole families 
were baptized,ſo ſoon asGod had opened the hearts of the governours to receive 
the word and beleeve, then now the families and children of thoſe that have 
long profeſſed the Goſpel (ar leaſt ſo many in their family as do not ſtubborn- 
ly reje& Jeſus Chriſt)are to be acknowledged within the Contam admit- 
ted to Baptiſm the ſeal of entrance.Bur the former is true, Therefore the later. 

Whereas you conclude your firſt Paper thus : Heving proved by poſitive and 


Gen.18.19, 


' plain Scripture what we affirm, we conclude with the dofrine of the (hurch of Eng- 


land which maintains the ſame, viz. That repentance and faith is required in perſous 
20 be baptied, and thas Infants by reaſon of tender age can neither repent nor beleeve, 
which we legvue to your confideration, aud defore your anſwer. 
Anſ. How poſitive and plain the Scriptures (cited by you to prove whar you 
affirm and praRiſe) are, we have ſeen, and leave to the judgement of others. 
- 2+.In your concluding with the doQrine of the Church of England,you mizht 
have done well to have told us what you mean bythe Church,and in what book 
or placethat dodrine is maintained, and then we ſhould have given anſwer 
thereto,if the very citation of the place be not fufficient to anſwer it, and make 
you aſhamed of your citing of ir. But inthe mean ſpace you have our confide- | 
ration and anſwer to what you bring out of Scriprute. | 
| By me William Cooke. - 
D 2 , Y 
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You Preface to your ſecond Paper thus: 


and I N ſtead of an expeFfed anſwer in writing, to this our Paper, according to promiſe, 


we have recerved another verbal requeſt from you, viz. That we would give ſome 
reaſons, why Infants ſhould not be baptized : By which we conclude you can give no 
reaſon, why you baptize them ; we having ſo much urged you herein, to prove your pra- 
Fice by Scripture, having given you ſo large a proof of our praftifing the contrary, by 
ſo mauy plain truths, wherein you may finde reaſon euough againſt yours, if you have 
any minde, without further cavil to auſwer them. 


Anfwer. 


31:9 T was agreeableto reaſon and equity 3 that ſeeing you had ſo fully and 
—— expreſſed your ſelves againſt Infant-Bapriſm, you ſhould give 
your reaſons thereot, eſpecially we having been ſo long in pofleflion: and 

being by you mn to want right, it was fit that you ſhouts be required to 

producethe grounds of pw charge. | 

2. Whereas you conclude ſo haſtily, that we can give no reaſon of our pra- 
Rice 3 we ſee that though you diſlike ſyllogiſms, you are pleaſed with ſophi- 
ſticall Enthymems, making a concluftery trom ſo weak a premiſe. 

3. How munch the many plain written truths prove for your own judgement 
and -praRice, or againſt ours, we wiſh you to review in the foregoing Anſwer, 
and ory will there finde that without cavils we had a minde to anſwer. . You 

roceed, 

But that you may ſee how really we intend the difcevery of truth, and to ſ@tisfie 
y0u in every deſire that may any way tend thereto, we gre you theſe further in anſwer. 
x. Becauſe Chriſt hath no where commanded it. cAnd whatſoever is prafiſed as an 
erdinance of his without inſtitution, is Will-worſhip and Idolatry. 

Anſ. This your reaſon in its full ftrength ſtands thus : 

W hatſoever is practiſed as an Ordinance of Chriſt without an inſtitution,is 
Will-worſhip and Idolatry 3 Bur baptizing of Infants is praQtiled as an Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt without any inſtirution, Therefore it is Will-worſhip and Idc- 
latry. Theaſſumption which would by us be denied, you back thus ; It hath 
no command from Chriſt, T herefore it is withour an initirution. 

Anſ. In anſwer tothis I deſire you to take notice of two diſtinQions, neceſ(- 
ſary to remoye miſtakes. 1. We muſt diſtinguiſh berwcen the eſſentials of an 
Ordinance, and the accidentals and circumſtantials, in reſpeR of the applica- 
tion of it to ſuch or ſuch perſons in ſuch a time, place, cr manner : This is ne- 
ceflary to be obſerved. Chriſt inſtituted the Ordinance of rhe Supper or Com- 
munion of the body and bloud of Chriſt ; bur never expreſly commanded that 
it ſhould be adminiſtred rowomen. Ir's ſufficient that it may be gatheced from 
Scripture. He hath inſtituted Bapri\m, but never expreſly commanded thar 
it ſhould be adminiſtred to or by Tavious, Weavers, Jerſey-combers or Cobe 
lers ; If from general rules of >criptu:c it can he proved that this Ordinance 
isto be applied ro or by ſuch perſons, they being tound to have ſuch qualifi- 
cations, 
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cations, as the Scripture requires in theſe caſes,ir'is ſufficient. Ir is an Ordi- 
nance of Chriſt that bis people ſhould reade the. Scripture, bur it's no where 
expre{ly commanded that ſuch as underſtand not the original, ſhould reade it 
in a tranſlated printed Engliſh Bible 3 it ſufficeth, rhar this may be proved out 
of Scripture by good conſequence. 

The ſecond diſtin&ion 1s this, An Ordinarce inreſpe& of circcumſtantials 
or applications, may be ſaid to be inſtituted by Chrilt, either expreſly and 
immediatly, or ſo as that the inſtitution is to be gathered by conſequence 3 of 
this later kinde is a beleeving womans receiving the Sacrament of the Commu- 
nion of the body and bloud of Chriſt, and meer Engliſh-mens and Enzliſhs 
womens reading the Scripture for ſpiritual inſtruQion and edification, in a 
printed Englzſb Bible, diſtinguiſhed into Chapters and Verſes. There is no 
expreſſe command for admitting women to the Lords Table; nor for the tran- 
ſlating and printing of Scriprure, for the help of ignorant people, yer theſe are 
not Will-worſhip and Idolatry. It may be lufficiently proved from Scripture 
that theſe are good and warramtable, and thar Gods: people ſhould be greatly 
wronged, if women ſhould be driven from the Commugion ; and thoſe that 
are ignorant of Hebrew and Greek ſhould be debarred from reading the Scri- 


DPrure.» , 


I anſwer therefore, 1. By.granting the propoſition taken in a right' ſenſe, 
viz. That whatſoever is praiſed as an Ordinance and worſhip of Chriſt, 
without an inſtitution from him 3 atleaſt in reſpeR of the eflentials, yea whoſe 
eſſentials and'circumſtantials may nor be gathered out of ths Scripture, either 
expreſly or by good conſequence, is at leaſt Will-worſhip, if not Idolatry; and 
therefore unlay full to þe maintained or pra@iſed.. Bur 1 deny the afſumprion 3 
for the eſſentials and ſubſtamtials of Bapriſm are expreſly commanded in Scri- 
prure, Mat.28. 19,20. Mar.16.15,16,8c. The panicular application of Bap= 
riſm to Infants, though nor expreſly in. ſo/many words.in Scripture, yer may 
be gathered therefrom by good canſequence,” as ſhall appear hereafter, God afs 
fGiting. Therefore the aflumprion being falſe inthat ſenſe wherein the-propo- 
firion is true, nothing can be cancluded. 

I come now to your ſecond argument which-is this. 

Tt cannot be proved that Chriſt or his Apoſtles prafiſed Infam-Baptiſm. Which 
reaſon ſtands in its whole ſtrength thus, EO: 

What cannot be. proved that Chriſt and his Apoſtles praftiſed, thar is un- 
Jawfull in Gods worſhip. But it cannor be proved that Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles praiſed Infant- baptiſm, Therefore it is unlawfall. - 

Anſ. The propoſition is not univerſally true, we may not argue from the 
practice of Chriſt and his Apoſtles univerſally, either affirmatively or nega= 
tively 3 not affirmatively, for they mighr do ſome things as ſuch eminent per- 
ſons, which it is not the duty of, nor poſſible for alt Miniſters or Chriſtians 
ordinarily ro do ſo. Nor negatively, for there may be ſome things which are 
the dutics of inferiour men, which = were below. Chriſt and his Apcſltles.. 
We reade not thar they pradiſed or ſubmitted ro the Office of Paſtors, Elders, 
or Deaccns, properly ſo called 3 will it follow therefore that theſe are Will- 
worſhip ? They never (as can beproved) tranſlated Bibles or read the Scri- 
prare, o: prcpounded the text of a Sermon our of atranſlated printed Bible ; 
gor took the notes of Sermons.: Are theſe therefore Will-worſhip ? If they 
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beiuz buſied in laying the foundation of Churches, praQiſed not ſome things 
which are agreeable to our work, which is for the ſuperſtrution 3 we need not 
to be rroubierl, having warrant or inſtitution, either immediate,or to be gather- 
ed by conſequence. = 

Neither is the aſſumption ſo clear as to be eafily granted, and thouzh it 
might ſuffice for rhe preſent to deny the main propoſition 3 yet take alſo this 
anlwer tothe aflumprion 3 Though Chrilt did nor baprize Infants nor any at 
all in his ownperſon (and therefore it his example is to be followed herein by 
Miniſters, or thole that may be conceived to have aurhority to baptize, none 
at all muſt be baptized by them,) Yer he did thar for Infants, which is art leaſt 
equivalent :© baptizing, or laycrh ſufficient ground to warrant their baptizing, 
he laid his hands on them, blefſerh them, pronounceth them ro have right to 
the Kingdom of :God or Covenant of the Golpel z and gives command to his 
Apoſtles to diſciple all- Nations, and baptize them. The Apoſtles ated ac- 
cording tothis Commiſſion, held forth the promiſe, whereot Baptiſm is a ſeal 
or pledge, 8s bc;qnging to the faithfull and cheir children, and baptized Belec- 
_ a their whole tamilics 3 of which more largely, partly before, partly 

ereaſter. : Jive 

Your third Argument is this, © Becauſe they are uncapable ere, having uci- 
ther underſtanding, reaſon, nor faith 3 and whatever is not of faith is fin. Being put 
into form it Rands:thusz _ | | | 

SubjeQs uncapable of Baptiſm are-norto be baptized :' But Infants are 
ſubje&s uncapable of Baptiſm, Therefore nor to be baptized; -T he propofi- 
tion is granted, the aſſumption denied, you endeavour to prove it thus 3 - 

T hey that have neither underſtanding, reaſon nor faith are ſubje&s uncapa- 
ble of Baptiſm.3 But Infants have neither underſtanding, reaſon, nor faith : 
Therefore (ubje&s uncapable of Baptiſm. ; 

' 1. I anſwer to the propobitian. by denying it, 'if by underſtanding, reaſon, 
and faith, you mean ripe, actual and vifibly exerciſed and profeſſed underſtand- 
ing reaſon and faith, {uch as is in perſons of ripe years: and I give theſe rwo- 
realens of my denial. 

1. The children of the Jews when they wanted the aRual uſe of underftand- 
ing which belongs to perſons of age, were not uncapable of Circumciſion 
which was of the uſeto Jews ; as Baptiſm is tous Chriſtians, wit. to be 
a ſeal of the Covenant, and of the righteouſnefle of faith, and a fign of renew- 
ing and ſan&ifying the heart. 

2. That they are capable, I prove it by the parts. Reaſon and even ſenſe 
and experience ſhews thar they are capable of the outward fign, there being 
required a meer paſſion of them, in the Miniſters application of water. 
T hat they are capable alſo of the ſpiritual grace of Baptiſm, Gods many pro- 
miſes of circumciſing the hearts of. the faithfuil ſeed, and pouring his Spiric 
upon them, «9c. provez as alſothe example of Fecob and Foba the Baptiſt, 
whereof the one was beloved of God;the other filled with the boly Ghoſt, while 
little ones. Fx | 

2-1 anſwer to the aſſumption by diſtinRion of che$ one $a 0 breng 
The power or faculty of underſtanding or reaſon which we may call the fir 
a&, Infants bave, elſc they were bruirs and unreaſonable creatures, hays: a 
aQua 


\ 


/ diſpoſe, at their firſt entrance into 
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aAual exerciſe thereof which is in man they want ; ſo a ſeminal virtual habi- 
ral faith implied in regeneration and the gift of the holy Ghoſt, they bave, 


not a profeſſed faith of ripe Beleevers. 
2. If men will needs have aQtual profeſled faith for the admiſſion of perſons 


to Baptiſm, I anſwer, As parents by faith accept the Covenant for themſelves Gen17-3: 


and children, according as Scripture propounds the Covenant, Gen.17.7. Af, 
2-39-(which is agreeable ro rhe uſual way of contra&s and Covenants amongſt 


Z men, that parents take a Leaſe for rhemſelves and infant-children, and binde 

= themſelves and childrento the condition) as infant-children are parts and ad-- 
| heren:s of their parents, having no uſe of power, reaſon of will, te provide for, 
| otdiſpoſe of themſelves in their own perſons, untill rhey come to years of diſ- 

E cretion ; ſo the faith of their parents may be ſaid to be their faith, as the pa- 
> rents a& intaking a houſe, or making a bargain, may be called the childes a, 
+: as noleſſe beneficiall and obliging to the childe then to the parent 3 at leaſt un- 


rill he come to the uſe of reaſon, where in his own perſon he may by ſome yo- 


; luntary a& ratifie or diſannul it. And here obſerve a ſecond diſtinRion of faith, 


namely actual and profeſſed. Ir is this profeRed faith may be diſtinguiſhed in- 
ro Perſona] and private, which is _—_— of all perſons which are at their own 

ovenant and admiſſion to the ſeal of en= 
trance : and Common or publick faith, which in a common or publick perſon 
may ſuffice in the behalf of thoſe that are wholly under his power and ar his 
diſpoſe, as Infants are to their parents. This is ſufficient for ſuch to intereſt 
them in the Covenant and ſeal of admittance, as we ſee in Abrahams and the 


+ Jewiſh Infants 3 and Chriſtians children which are holy by virtue of their pa- 


rents faith, 1 Cor.7.14. and in this reſpe@ they may be ſaid ro have acual 
profeſſed faith, vix. of their parents. Tf the Jews with their children were bro- 
ken off by unbeliet, as the Apoſtle affirmerh, Rom 11.29. then by faith they 
and their poſterity had continued implanted, untill their poſterity ſhould by 
a&tual profefled unbelief break off themſelves and their poſterity : The ſame is 
the caſe of the ingraffted Gentiles, and will be of the Jews that are to be rein- 

raffed, verſ.20.23,24,25. that by virtue of the faith of the parents, infant« 
children ſhould be in Covenant and beleevers (even profeſſedly, by the profet- 
fion of parcnts,) as it had been with Gods people for many generations before 
Chriſt 3 for the Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſuch a growing up in the Qlive tree that the 
implanted Gentiles and reimplanted Jews muſt _— a$ was that which the 
Church of the Jews had enjoyed to that time. And {ure if the unbelief of pro- 
feſfed Infidels, leave their infam-children, in the caſc of profeſſed infidelity 
and eftrangement from the Covenant, untill by their own perſonal indivigual 


faith, they embrace that Covenant 3 no lefle muſt the faith of beleeving pa- 


rents leave their Infants in the Rare of profefied or knownBeleevers,and perſons 
in Covenant,until by rheir own wilfall voluntary a& they reje& the Covenant; 
for Gods promiſes to the faithfull and their poſterity, are no lefie full then his 


” curſesto the wicked and their poſterity, Ex0d.20.5,6. 
3. How ignorantly and impertinently that ſentence is added by you (What- 3.. 


ever is ut of faith 3s fin) any one may ſee. And thus for the an{yer to your Ar- 
gUments. 


You prevent an Obje&ion thus, But you will fay,}#here doth the Scripture for- H-H. and 


2:39» 


: 


bid ? Thas,your Miniſters will ſay is an unreafonable and nntearned queſtion, there be- F-B. 


mg 


" 
nao Ro er rr OO OOO 
—_ ms meer . — 


c—_ h- 


_ 
ene nn Sane, ro roots <M 


P (24) 
ing no proving negatives; for then where doth the Scripture ſay, You ſhall not worſhip 


prure rule for the ſame, and teaching for dotrine the commands of men, which & ths, 


| ' pleſſe? But it doth forbid Tdolatry, Will-worſhip, which is that, if you have no $cri- 
| | 
' 


j 
being only traditionall, and that a6knowledzed by one of your Miniſters 'n thi 
j Town, that it was Ecclefia;ticall and not Apoſtolic. FP na age 
Deut.4,2, Anſ. The Scripture is ſuch a perfe& rule to Gods people, of faith, worſhip 
Prov.z0,6 and holy walking, both athrmarively and negatively, that nothing may be ur- 
tf Iam 4. #ta7+ ped as a duty,Divine worſhip or truth,bur what is there commanded or taught; 
| Rer.32.Þ39 jor charged as a fin, Will-worſhip or errour,bur what is there forbidden or con- 
demned, either particularly and expreſly, or ar leaſt in general, and to be ga- 
| thered by good conſequence. | s 
{0's 2. They are very ignorant and raſh, that will condemn worſhipping the 
Pope, going to Maſle, &c. and yer cannor finde them forbidden in the Scci- 
pture 3. yea, they are too great friends to the Pope, Maſle, and other ſuperſti- 


them, or that will match Infant-bapriſme with them. 


we can bring for our judgement and praRice in this particular. 
4+ Why do not you name the Miniſter which acknowledged this traditional 


and Eccleſiaſtical, nor Apoſtolical ? If there were any ſuch ler him anſwer for 
himſelf. The Papiits indeed call it a tradition of the Church, to prove the 
imperte&ion of the Scripture, and neceſlity ot tradition. Our Proteſtant Wri- 
ters confute them in this, ſhewing rhar it is grounded on Scripture, not on tra- 
dition. 1f any whom you call one of our Miniſters, ſpeaks as the Papiit, a- 


and to his principles, or to detend him therein, or anſwer for him, then we 
are bound to do it for you and the Papiſts which agree with him in that 
opinion. 
i Hom before I lay down our Arguments, I muſt for the clearing of the truth, 
confirm one thing which I have partly rouched already. Ir's this, T har ir is 
not only lawfull but neceflary to argue from Scriprure, by way ef conſequence 
or deduRion for the finding out of the truth 3 neither muſt we ailwaies expe& 
exprefie and immediate commands in Scripture for the particular circumſtan- 
ces and applications of the Ordinances of God, or for the juſtifying of every 
matter of ju zement and praRice, in point of Religion. It.is ſufficient ſome- 
times, and in ſome caſes, that by good conſequence we deduce them from 
Scripture. 
3 T his was very uſuall with our Saviour and the Apoſtles. Thus our Sa- 
| Mat 22:32:33 yiour proves the doftrine of the ReſurreRion againſt the Sadduces by conſe- 
quence, tr91n that Scripture (' I am the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac,and the 
God of Facob ) laid rogerher with another principle ( God x n0t the God of the 
dead, bus of the living.) Which dodtrine allo the Apoſtle Paul proves by many 
1 Cor,15e 13, Argamenis and conlequences, 1 Cor.15. from verſ.13+ to 33. So our Lord 
33 Clirift argues (for the lawfulnetl of his diſciples pulling ears of corn and eat- 
Mate13.7>44 ing them on the Sabbath day,) by conſequence. 1. From Davids eating of the 
$:6:7» Shew-bread. 2-From the Pricts ſacrificing on rhe Sabbath: and 3. From 
| thar 
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the Pope, go x0 Maſſe ? you ſhall not reade the Common prayer book, or wear the Sur- 


tion, that will (ay, or but inſinuare, that the Scripture doth no where condemn 


If f 3. Forbear charging us with Will-worſhip, Idolatry, and teaching for do- | 
| Ercines the commands of men, untill you have heard what Scripture grounds | 


. oainſt the whole current of Þroteſtant Divines, we are no more bound to _ 
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that ſentence in Hoſes, I will have mercy,and net ſacrifice. Which Scriprure-ex- Ruth, 


amples and teſtimony do not expreſlely and immediatly ſay. It is lawfull for 
the diſciples, being hungry, to pluck cars of corn on the Sabbath day, and car 
them. Bur by good conſequence each of theſe Scriptures, muth more all joint- 


ly prove it. So whereas it is ſaid, Luke 24-27. & 44. That Chriſt expoun= Luk.a,.27, 
ted the Scriptures of all the Prophets, ſhewing that they were fulfilled in him, # 46 


It is not to be underſtood that thoſe things which were written of Chriſt in 
Moſes, the Prophets, and Pſalmes, did expreſſely, immediatly, plainly, and 
poſitively ſay thar Jeſus the ſon of Mary, was the Meſſias, and muſt ſuffer all 
thoſe things, and then riſe again and enter into glory: But by Chriſts ex- 
pounding them and arguing from them, the rwo diſciples were brought to ſee 
the truth. So Aﬀ.2.25,26,8c. the Apoſtle Peter ſheweth (to prove the re- 


ſucreRion of Chriſt from Scripture) that what was contained in Pſal.16.9,19, 


was ſpoken of Chriſt. Ir dothnor appear immediatly and expreflely, bur by 
conſequence thus 3 Ir was to be underſtood of Dawid himſelf, or of Chriſt rhe 
ſeed of David. No: of David, for he had ſeen corruption, and his Sepulchre 
was yer extant, as AF.2-29, Therefore ir muſt be meant of Chriſt Davids 
ſeed, verſ.39.31,32. So the other Apoſtles, in the As, and the Epiſtles, and 
the Prophers before them, uſuaily deduce concluſions, by way of reaſoning or 
ſyllogizing, either from Scriptures or other known principles, or both laid ro- 
gether, as is cvident to any that with underſtanding and care reade the Scri- 
tures 3 ſo that further to prove this, were to light a candle at noonday, and 
fare he is miſerably blinde that cannot ſee it. | 
2. If you deny the uſe of conſequence, you have no warrant or proof for 
the reading of Scripture in an Engliſh tranſlation Printed (and ſo you muſt 
caſt away your Engliſh Bibles, as well as Infam-baprtiſm, or elſe fall into Will- 
worſhip and Idolatry. ) Nor for womens receiving the Communion, nor for 
the Chriſtian- Sabbath. Overthrow theſe, and overthrew all Chriian Reli- 
gion- Yea I may confidently ſay there is no Ordinance of God or religious 
a& can be externally obſerved, which you can perform, bur ar leaſt in reſpe& 
of ſome accidentals or circumitantials thereot you muſt be beholden to con- 
ſequence from Scriprure, or elſe muſt want warrant for the ufing of them, and 
ſo cither forbear them all, and caſt off all cons ay exerciſe, and become viſible 
Atheiſts, or run into that which is Wiil-worſhip and Idolatry in your conceit, 
and a& againſt conſcience and nor in fairh, which to do is fin. 


3+ Whereas all Scriptures were written for our learning, that we may have Rom.1g.4; ' 
patience, comfort and hope, and are profitable for do&rine, reproof, corre&i- 3 Tim.z416, 


or and inſtru@ion : All or molt of this benefit will be loft unto us, if we re- 
je& the uſe of conſequences. The Scripture doth not poſitively and plainly 
make particular application to ſeveral men that live among us by name : this 
muſt be done either by publike Miniſtry, or private brotherly 'inſtru&ion and. 
conference, or by our own conſcience, which muſt by reaſoning ſhew that the 
Scripture applied is pertinent and Jutable to us, or elſe we ſhall get no good 
its s 

Fe For what uſe ſhould the Miniſtry of the word, or preaching and teach- 
ing by others ſerve, or what uſe is there of ſtudying _ diligently ſearching 
the Scriptures, as for gold, filver, and hid treaſures, if all — therein were 


ſo plain and particular to us in them that there were no need of drawing par- 
8 6 E ticulars 


Prco.3, 2.3346 


(36) 


© +Oticulars from generals, gathering abſcucer truths fram plainer Sri rures,. and 


Deut.43- 


lying them according to exigency > Yea what uſe ſhould there be of reaſon 
he f, if we might not exetcile it in this caſe, which ſo much concerns Gods 
glory and our own and others edification and ſalvation? I ſtudy ſhortneſle,elſe 
it might be eaſily made to appear, that they who deny and abhorre {yllogiſms 
and conſequences in matters of Religion, do not only deny the principall uſe 
of the _ excellent gift of reaſon which God hath given to men, for the find- 
ing out of the truth z but alſo mult caſt off all righr uſe of Conſcience, Scri- 
ture and Religion, if they Rick to that irratiogall and irreligious conceit. T a= 
ro it therefore for granted, that no man who hath the uſe of reaſon and the 
heart of a Chuiſtian, will deny us the liberty af reaſon in drawing out the truth 
from Scriptures by conſequence : I will lay down ſeveral Argumcnrs grounded 
on Scripture (whereof ſame were touched inthe Anſwer rothe former Paper : 
what I ſhall here omit which there I touched, the Reader may fetch thence, ) 
for the baptizing of Infants. | | | 

Arg.1. Such perſons as bave had by Gods gracious grant, right to the Cove- 
nang of grace and ſeal of entrance thereinto,ia the time of the Old Teſtament, 
and from whom. this grant was never repealed by God, ner caſt of by them 
ſelves, are not to be debarred by any man from the priviledges of Gods Cove- 
nant, 3nd the (cal of entrance thereinto, whiles rhe Covenant, of grace and a 
ſeal of entrance is diipen(cd to the Church. : 

| But the children ot belecving parents, bave, by-Gods gracious grant, had im- 
tereſt in the Covenant of grace, and the ſeal of entrance thereiurs, ar leaſt from. 
Abrahams time to Chrilts, which grant God did never repeal, neither did the 
children of Beleevers cait it. off, but God hath continued in his Church the 
Covenant of grace and ſeal of entrance thereinto, though in a difterent man- 
ner, yet far more comfortable and glarious, 

"Therefore the children of beleeving parents are nor to be debarred from the 
Covenant or ſeal of entrance thereinta, which now in the time of the Goſpel 
is Baptiſm. 

For the clearing of the Propofition let theſe things be noted : 

1. Gods gracious grants of priviledges to his people, wherein are alſo impli- 
ed ingagements t0 rhankfulnefle and obedience laid on them, are ſo (acred,that 
they canner without high offence to his Majeſty, great wrong to Gods people, 
and <xtieam danger to their own ſguls, be denied by any to thoſe ro whom they 
belong. God no lefſe forbidding detrafting from, then adding to his ward 3 
and ſo much the more dangerous is diminution in this caſe, as it tends to dark- 
en the glorious grace of God in the times of rhe Goſpe], which times he hath. 
reſerved for the more full illuſtration thereof aboye former times. 

2. That thoſe main priviledges which God granted ordiparily to perſons. 
in Covenant before Chriſt, as T hat their children ſhould be in Covenant, and 
2dmitred to the ſeal of entrance thereinto, ſhould ceaſe in the rime of the Go(- 
pel, is ſo unagreeable unto the wiſdom and | mg of God, which reſerves 
his greareſt and choiceſt bleflings, for the laſt rimes, to be beftowed on his pea- 
ple 3, ſo contrary to the nature of the Covenant of grace, which under Evan- 

elical diſpenſation is .far more glorious and comfortable to the faithful, then 
under legall 3, ſo contrary to the end of Chriſts coming, which was ro multi- 
ply, increaſc and ratifie, not cut oft, dirhiniſh or aboliſh bleſkngs and oo 
| | edges 
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ledges to his Church ; and lo contrary to the promiſes and prophecles concerive. 


iog che glor r of the Church in the times of the Goſpel, that he deferves. to be 
ab 


orced of all thar know God, and Chriit, and his Covenant, that ſhoutd tell 
us of a great fall and diminution of priviledges, | in Evangelicall times, compa- 
red with legall,and yet.can bring no pregnant and perrinent Scripture, to prove 
a repeal of thoſe priviledges. | | 
3. I grant, that where God hath repealed priviledges of the Old Teſtament 
(which whiles they continued unrepealed, were = edges, yet ceaſe tobe fo 
when greater an(werable therero, yet more ſutable to the Goſpel-diſpenſation, 
are vouch(afed in their place in the New Teftament,) they, in reſpe& of thar 
old adminiſtration, are not to be accounted priviledges, neither are priviledges 
in this caſe properly revoked, bur altered and injarged, when the old admini- 
ſtration indeed is abrogared 3 but the ſame ſpiritual bleſſing is given in a more 
comfortable mannec,under a new diſpenſatien. As when Ehriffians In ſtead 
of the Old Teſtament — in the Jews mother tongue (which was the 
Jews priviledge) have both Old and New Teſtament Scriptures tranſlated 
into a known tongue. * In ſtead of the Jews ſeventh-day-Sabbath, have the xk 19.46 
firſt day or Lords-day-Sabbarh. 3 In ftead of the Paflcorer, which to the Jews nCore5,7, 
wasa Type of Chrift to come; have Chrift exhibited, and now repreſented - 
in the blefled Communion. And + in ſtead of Circumcifion, have Baptiſm. 
And 5 generally, when Chriſtians in ſtead of the old Legal diſpenſation of the 
Covenant of grace (which the Jews had) have the new Evangelical diſpenſa- 
tion of the Covenant : Here the ſame priviledges are continued, with inlarge- 
ment under a new and different garb or dreſſe. 
4+ It's granted alſo that when men have wilfully reje&ed priviledges, and 
therefore (God hath caſt them off 3 neither rhey nor theirs lying under that ob- 
Kinacy, maylay claim to obſtinatly rejefed priviledges, as in the caſe of the 
body of the Jews and their ſeed at this day. | 
Tothe Minor, 2. It's plain that from Abrahams time and ſo forward to Gen 1:3» 
the laſt of the Prophets, yea tothe time of our Saviour Chriſt (unto which — 
time Circumciſion of children was in force,) the faithfull bad intereſt in this 2, — 
priviledge, that their children were in Covenam: and had the (cal of admiſſion. A8.z.254 
2. It's plain alſo, that this was a great priviledge or prerogative to the peo- 
ple of God and their children, that they were in Covenant, and had Circum- &©*2-17 10, 
cifion, which is called the ſign of the Covenant ; yea the Covenan: and the 644 
ſeal of the righteouſnefle of faith. . As to be an Hebrew and [ſraclite was a great Row Hoek 
priviledge before Chrifts coming, ſo tobe circumciſed. Phil.z-5. 
3- T hat God hath nor recalled this grant of Beleevers children having righs 
ro the Covenant and feal of entrance, it is evident 3 for neither the Scriptures 
of Old or New Teſtament ſpeak any ſuch thing, but rather the contrary, 
heightning the priviledges of the Goſpel above thoſe of the Law, but never 
depreſling them. | 
Obj. Bur Circumciſion is repealed and abrogared. Anf.1. True, in re- gy 


| gardofthe onward ceremony, ſo the former diſpenſation of the Covenant of Anſ. 1 


grace, in regard of the Legal manner of adminiſtration z Doth the Covenant 
it ſelf therefore, and duties and priviledges therefore which are efſential and 
etual ceaſe.? Womens going up to Jeruſalem to the ſacrifices and Pafle- 
over ceaſeth 3 Muſt nor they therefore _ to, and partake of the Lords Sup- 
2 per ? 
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ex ? The Church of the Jews, which underſtood the Scriptures of the Old 
Teftament wirhout tranſlation is caſt off, Muſt not Gods people now have 
the Scriptures in their morher language by tranſlation, becauſe there is no di- 
re& expreſle Scripture for that pucpo e ? The Jews Sabbath being the ſeventh 
day of the week, with us called Saturday, is aboliſhed 3; Muſt we not there- 
fore have a Chriſtian Sabbath or Lords day ? Nay rather, we may well ga- 
ther from the Jewiſh-belceving womens privilege to ous of the Paſſeover 
and ſacrifices in the Old Teſtament, the priviledge of Chriſtian women, to 
come tothe Lords Table, and from Jewiſh Beleevers liberty ro have the Scri- 
ptures in a known tongue, we may gather againſt the Papiſts, the priviledge 
of Chriſtian common people, of rhe like nature, though in a different way 3 
they by the Originall writing, we by Tranſlation : a from the Jews Sab- 
bath of the ſeventh day, that being appointed by the moral Law, we may ga- 
ther our Chriſtian Sabbathz and ſo from the Jewiſh infants priviledge to 
kave the ſeal of initiation into the Covenant and Church, we may gather | 
the like priviledge to belong ro Chriſtians Infants, though in a different cere- 
mony z if we compare thole priviledges of the Jews in the Old Teſtament, | 
with what is ſpoken in the New Teſtament concerning Goſp<l-priviledges, | 
that are analogicall and ſuccedaneous to theſe legal priviledges, and lay roge-' 
ther other common grounds warranting unto them theſe priviledges, though 
there be no expreſſe immediate particular command, for womens partaking at 
the Lords Table, nor for the common peoples enjoying vernaculous tranſla- 
rions of the Scripture, nor for the Chriſtian Sabbath, nor for the baprtizing | 


| 
| 
of Infants. | 
mn. 2. I anſwer to this obje&ion 3 Tf ir had been the pleaſure of God ard Chriſt 
that children ſhould in the time of rhe Goſpel loſe rheir former intereſt in-the 
Covenant and ſeal thereof, and their priviledge of Church-memberſhip,as well 
as he would have Circumcifion aboliſhed, he would have no lefſe revealed that 
in the Scripturethen this. But he hath no where revealed either expreflely or 
to be gathered by conſequence, that whereas untill Chriſts rime Infants of Be- 


leevers were in Covenant, Gods children, Church-members, and ſigned with 
the ſeal of the Covenant 3 now in the time of the Goſpel they have no intereſt 
in God, his Covenant,or the ſeal thereof,or Church-memberſhip,bur are quite 
caſt out from theſe priviledges. ; 

4. Infants of beleeving parents-never did caſt.off this priviledge, ſo that by 
any a@ of theirs all Infants ſhould be deprived of it. For to caſt off Covenam- 
priviledges, imports aQually to rebel] againſt rhe Covenant, which. children 
cannot do 3 neither can any child's ( ſuppoſe him capable of aRual rebellion 
and reje&ion of the Covenant,) or aged perſons actual rebellion, deprive all 
Infants of this priviledge, unlefle he be the root, head and fountain of all Be- 
lecvers Infants, which is not ſuppoſable.. Anabaptiſts may caſt themſelves 
and their children out of Covenant, bur a cannot caſt out the children of 
other Chriſtian parents, orhexwiſe then by ſeducing the parents into the ſame 
errour and impiety with themſelves or worſe 3 which oft fals out, that thoſe 
thar compaſſe land and ſea to make proſelytes,help to make them twofold more 

Mati33.15 the children of hell then themſelves. 

5+ Yea the Scriptures of the New Tcſtament are ſo farre from repealing the 

priviledges of Belcevers Infants that they Rrongly confirm and advance them, 


as 


wan man hl mu wu =7_ 


cy 


ve Vv 


(29) 

2s expreſſely telling us thar ro ſuch belongs the Kingdom of Gad : Goſpel-pro- 
miſes belong to them, they are holy, Mark 10.14. A.2.39. 1 Cor.7.14,09% 
of which hereafter. | . 

6. T hat now the ſame Covenant of grace for ſubſtance remaing amongſt 
Chriſtians as that which the Jews were under, that there is inſtitured a ſeal of 
entrance into this Covenant, now in the time of the Golpel, viz. Baptiſm. 
T hat Baptiſm the ſcal of entrance into the new, is come in the place' of Cirz + -- 
cumciſion the ſeal of entrance into the old (as the new diſpenſation'it ſelf ſuc- Col-24'a2. 
ceeds the old ) and is of the ſame uſe for the main 3 and that the priviledzes of Songs 6,7, 
the Goſpel-diſpenſation are more glorious and comfortable' then thoſe of the —_ $3 06 
legal were, are truths ſoclear, thar he is very ignorant of Scripture (I had ha 
almoſt ſaid ſcarce werthy to be called a Chriſtian) that que&ions them, much 
more that denies them. | | | 

Bur for the clearing of this truth out of Geneſis 17.7. 2 T have written el{e- c In my an» 
where, and may further if it be thought needfull, communicare Þ ſomethings on —_— 
T have by me fer vindication thereof. | "to MT. 
.' Arg.2. Thoſe perſons ro whom Chriſt is ſo loving and gracious, that he Arg. 2. 
would have them come or be brought to him, and by no means kept from him, 
have right to Baptiſm the ſign and pledge of admiſſion to Chriſt : 

Bur our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was, and is ſo loving to children of beleeving e—— 


- - 


parents, that he would haye'them come, or'be brought to him,and cannot jn- Mani9.t4, 
dure that they ſhould be forbidden or hindred from him, . | [+729 LukaBag.6, 
| Therefore the children of 'beleeving parents, have right to Baptiſm the 
fign and pledge of admiſſion to Chrift 3 and (o are to be baptized. 
For the — and confirming of the Propoſition, 'Þ will propound ſome 
few things, which deſire may be conſidered, 1, That Chrift refuſed com» 
merce with, or admitrance of any perſons ro him with kinde entertainment; 
but ſuch as were-in- Covenant, ar leaſt extergally or in a way thereto, by their 
atremtive hearkning ro his word and receiving his do@rine. ' He tels rhe woman wary,23,24 
of Canaan that he was wot ſent but to the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Tſrael, and that 25,38, 
the childrens bread was not to be given ro dogs ; implying that the Cunaanites 
out of Covenant were as dogs, and not to be entertained by him 3 neither doth 
he give any comfortable an[wer tro that woman, umtill ſhe had diſcovered by 
her faith, that ſhe had right to Chriſt and the Covenant. The woman of S4- 
maria indeed was received by Chriſt as ready to hear his dorine and* be him- Ioh,q.45,158 
bled. Pilate and Herod, he would hardly or nor at all anſwer, much lefle, fa- 
miliarly and kind]y invite to him. Therefore whom Chriſt ſo kindly invites, 
he looks on, not as aliens to rhe Covenant, bur as having ſome intereſt in 
himſelf, and the fign of admiſſion to himſelf and the Covenant. h 
2. Weare ſaid in Baptiſm to put on Chriſt, be baptized into Chriſt and Rom.6. 314, 
his death, and to be buried with him, which is for ſubſtance as much as to*Gal.3-27. 
come to him, and by coming unto him to be partakers of him and have Com- ©9112» 
munion with him. | | loh.$440, 
3- There is now no viſible way for child-en to come to Chriſt, fince his 
aſcenſion ordinarily, but by Baptiſm, that being the firſt viſible way of ad- 
miſſion to Chriſt (and that this coming of childreg was nor confined to thoſe 
children, or that time of his humiliation, will appear by the reaſon, for theirs 
& the Kingdom of God,but the Kingdom of God is diſpenſed fnceChrifls aſcen- 
E 3 ſion, 
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ſion, Therefore chiliren muſt come; of which anoa.) Of coming to Chrift 
in hearing the word, prayer, the Lords Supper, they axe uncapable z of inward 
inviſible coming to or being united to Chriſt, we (peak not now, ncither doth 
Chriſt here ſpeak of ir. But by Baptiſm now, as heretofore by Circumciſion, 
Infants may be brought to Chriſt and the Covenant in a vifible manner. 

For the illuſtration and ftrengrbening of the aſſumption, let theſe things be 
conſidered. 1. Theſe were properly lictle children or Infants which Chriſt 
would have brought, to him and nor hindered ; as. may appear, 1« By their ti- 
tles, Lirtle children, Young children, Infants. 2,' By Chriſts manner of re- 
wy Soy vi. in his arms, which is proper to babes. 

2+. They were children of belecring parents in Coyenant: 1. It's out of 
queſtion they were children of Jews, at leaſt, by outward profeſſion of Religi- 
on,which then were the peculiar people of God. 2. They which brought them, 
whether parents or other aPpainced by them, had a reverend perſwalion con- 
cerning Chriſt,and beleeved thar his bleſſing might profit the children. 3.Our 
Saviour approves the a& of them that brought them, which he would nor, if it 
had not been done in faith, 

3- That Chriſt ſpeaks not only of thoſe children that were then brought to 
him, but generally of the children of Beleevers (or all parents that are willing 
to bring their children to Chriſt ) is plain, in thar he ſaich not Suffer rhoſe or 
theſe (individual) children ro come unto me, bur Suffer little children, generally 
of indefinitely. Fo 

4.And moreover, that theſe words of Chriſt are not to be reſtraincd to thoſe 
children only, or their manner of coming only, or to the time of Chriſts being 
on carth 3 may be gathered, 1. In that all the thcee Evangeliſts ſo carefully 
and fully ſer down that Hiſtory with all its circumſtances, and holding forth 
Chrilts gracious expreſſions of his loye to little children, which is doubtlefle 
ro ſhew.what is his affeQion to the Infants of the fairhfull at all times 3 other- 
wiſe what-profit or comfort were it for Chriſtians ro know that Chriſt was in- 
deed ſo loving to thoſe Infants at that time, bur would never ſhew afterwards, 
when in glory, any more re{pe& to Infants of Chriſtians (whiles ſuch) then 
to the Infants of Infidels? 2. But the reaſon given by Chrift puts the matter 
out of queſtion, that this expreſſion of his afteRion to Infants, is not to be re« 
ſtrained to thoſe particular Infants, that manner of coming, and that time of 


: his viſible abode on the earth : For of ſuch, ſaith he, is the Kjugdom of God, or 


of heaven 3 implying: that ſo long as God hath 2 Kingdom of grace on earth, 
inthe adminiſtration of the Goſpel, and affords ordinary means of bring- 
ing people tothe Kingdom of glory, ſo long the children gt the fairhfull are to 


. come or be brought to Chriſt in ſuch a ty as they may be acknowledged ſub- 


jets of this Kingdom, which is by admi 
thereinto. 

5. Thatit is the will and pleaſure of Chriſt that little children in the time 
of the Goſpel, ſhould be brought ro him, appears inthe text, in three particu- 
lars, worthy to be diſtin&ly obſerved. 1. In that he was much diſpleaſed and 
moved with high ng againſt his diſciples, which rebuked and diſcou- 

the children. Now Chriſt which was ſo admirably meek 


on to the Ggn or ſeal of cntrance 


May13.259. jand gentle, would not have been.ſo much moved, if it had nor been a great 


faulr in his diſciples ro hinder Infants from coming to him ( It is.doubtleſs a 
wrong 
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wrong to poor Infants that cannot plead for themſelves, and to, pious parents 
to be checked in ſo good a work, and to the Church of God to have theſe 
young members cut therefrom, and eſpecially ro God and Chriſt and the Goſ- 

|, to ſeek tocaſt out Infants from the priviledge of the Covenant of grace, 
wherein they had been intereſted in the time of the Law.) Though in the diſ- 
ciples it was more excuſable by ignorance, becauſe likely before this time they 
had heard nothing expreffely from Chritts mouth 3 to hold forth the privi- 
ledges of Infants in the time of the Goſpel ( howbeit they might have gatber- 
ed enough our of the Old Teſtament, if they would have heeded it ro have 
prevented this miſcarriage,elſe Chriſt would nor have been ſo angry with them, 
tf it had been out of invincible ignorance.) Now if Chriſt was ſo offended 
with this firſt failing of his diſciples through ignorance, what may they expe 
rhat after this warning continue clamouring againſt and reproaching the bring- 
ing of Infants ro Chriſt ? 


2. Chriſt gives an expreſs command to ſufter little children to come to him, Agere rims 


Jet not any that profeſfe obedience to Chriſt, and acknowledge his ioveraignty dis ip;c0my 
over them, dare to violate this command, in not ſuffering children to come ro. #95 
Chriſt. 
3. Chriſt adds, Forbid them not, which charge, by way of addition, doth 
not only ſhew our Lord Chiiſts carneſtneſſe in this point, and confirm the for- 
mer precepr 3 Bur alſo ſufficiently warns all under pain of his diſpleaſure, rhax 
ncither by word nor a nor power » they dare ro do any thing ts hin- 
Ser the Infants of Belcevers trom Chriſt. 
My third argument I will draw fiom the ſame Scripture, which is-this * 
Arg.z. To whom the Kingdom of God (or heaven) belongs now inthe Arg-3: 
tirpe of the Goſpel, to them alſo Baptiſm, which is the {cal of entrance there- 
into, belongs. | 
Bur to the children of bcleeving parents, the Kingdom of God or heaven 
belongs now in the time of the G )ſipel, Mat. 19.14. Mar. 10.14. Luk.18.16. 
Therefore Baptiſm, which now in the times of the Golipel is the (cal of 
entrance into this Kingdom, belongs ro the children of belceving parents. 
For the clearing and confirming of the propolition)ler theſe things be noted.. 
1. That whether by the Kingdom of God (or heaven) be meant a ſtare of , 1,, 22 
erace and profeſied ſubjeftion to Chriſt the King of the Church in this life, ya 14-21% 


and the ſtare of the Church Militant under Chritt, already exhibired in the Mar 124249. 


fleſh, as the word is very frequently ® uſed : or the Kingdom of glory and ſtare 3144447+* 
of the Church Triumphant, as it is ſometime Þ uſed : Tt is al] one tor our pur- MateM.4ts 


the larer ſenſe. 

2. Thar Baptiſm is the ſign, pledge, or (cal of entrance into a Goſpel ſtate, 
or Chriſtian Church, is I think our of queſtion on all fides, and if nced were 
might cafily be proved by theſe and ſuch like Scriptures, Mas. 3.2.6, Mat. 28. 
18,19. Af.2.38.40. AfR.s.& 9.09%. 

3. Though ſome may have right to this Kingdom, and yet want Baptiſm, 
as the penitent thief, and ſome may have Baptiſm that have no — righr 
tothe Kingdom of God, and ſpiritual blefling Ggnified ; yer thoſe that have 
right tothe Kingdom of God, holden forth in rhe Gotpel, have right ro Bap= 
tilm 3. and thoſe that are acknowledged according to the rules of Gods word to: 
| have 


poſe, and that argument holds moſt clearly in the former, and molt ſtrongly in _ Tim.4 18, 
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have right to this Kingdom,muſft alſo be acknowledged to baveright to the ſeal - 
of earrance thereiato. ES. | 

4. Thongh only internal right tro Gods Kingdom and the priviledges there- 
of, argue right to, or poſſeſſion of the inward {eal of the ſpirit z yer externat 
profefied, or known right to this Kingdom, and the outward privi edges there-. 
of, {o as that perſons are according to the Scriptures, acknowledged members 
and ſubje&s thereof, is ſufficient to give Eccleſiaſtical and external right to 
the ſeal of entrance thereinto3 as the ; 2] whiles they were nor aQtually dil- 
covenanted, were the children of the Kingdom 3 though ſo wicked as that they 
were ſhortly cut off. Therefore ler none obje&, Tf all the children of Beleevers 
have right to the Kingdom of God they ſhall be all ſayed, Bur they are not all 
ſaved, Thercforc all have not right. "This is anſwered by diſtinQion of ex- 
ternal right, which gives intereſt to the external priviledges of the viſible Kinz- 
dom, and internal right which gives intereſt in, or implies poſſeſſion of inter- 
nal, ſpiritual and eternal priviledges : T he former right all Infants of Beleevers 
have (and of this we ſpeak now) the later only ſome Jones ſanRified ones, 
according to the ele&ion of grace, as it is in the caſe of viſible profeflours and 
Gncere Beleevers. | 

5- That to whom the Kingdom belongs, to them the ſeal or ſign of entrance 
belongs, right reaſon will yield, frem the nature of correlatives, there bein 
a clear relation between the thing ſignified or ſealed, and the fign or ſeal ; an 
the whole current of Scripture ſpe ing of Baptiſm hiſtorically, or doQrinally, 
ſheweth that ſo ſoon as any were acknowledged to have right ro the benefit hg- 
nified or ſealed, they had righr to the fign or ſeal. 

The Afumption is expreſlely in the text; Mar. 19.14. Of ſuch js the Kingdom 
of hexven. Mar.19.14. Of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. So Luk.18.16. ſpeaking 
of little children 3 yea ver. 17. Chriſt with a lerious afſcveration aflerts, That 
whoſoever receives nor the Kingdom of God as alittle childe, ſhall in no wiſe 
enter thereinto. And that this is meant, not only of thoſe particular children 
that were brought ro Chriſt, isplain z 1. From what was ſaid before ro the 
former Argument. 2. From the very words of Chriſt, he ſaith nor of theſe 
lictle children, as excluding all other, but of ſuch, thar is, the childrewof pa- 
rents beleeving and in Covenant, as thoſe were, which only the diſciples and 
other men thar are not able to ſee the hearts can judge to be ſuch. 

Ob. Here one objeReth, © This reaſon is grounded on a great miſtake of 
< the ſenſe of the text 3 for the words are not, To ſuch belongs the Kingdom, 
& but Of ſuch is the Kingdom, that is, of none elſe but ſuch, as the nexr words 
c« which do follow in this text, do manifeſtly declare, for in Luk. 18.17. Mar. 
cc 190.15-in both places 3 where Chriſt had ſaid, Suffer little children to come to 
& me,for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God; he preſently confirms it in the next words 
&« thus, Ferily I ſay, Whoſoevcr ſhall not recerve the Kingdom of God as a little 
&« childe ſhall not enter therein : As alſo, Mat. 18.34. Chriſt (peaking ro his di- 
« (cjples ſaith, Exceps ye be converted and become as little children, ye ſhall uot en- 
cc ter into the Kingdom of heaven : Whoſoever thereforc ſhall bumble himſelf as this 
© [ittle childe, the ſame #« greateſt in the Kingdom of heaven ; his meaning is not 
« of them, or ſuch as them in age nor underſtanding, 21 Cor. 14.20. bur of ſuch 
c« as them in humility and like qualifications. . 

' Anſ. We neither by miſtake ſay nor judge this place is to be rendred, _ 
em 
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them belongs the Kzngdom : But the words are, Of ſuch is (or to ſuch belongs) the 
Kingdom, &c. which makes more for our cauſe hn if A ts yr To 
them belongs, &'s. two waies. 1. Hence it is clear that our Saviour ſpeaks 
not of thoſe individuall Infants only, bur of all ſuch as they. Netwithſtand- 
ing the Diſciples through ignotance ( as before the Aſcenſion they had many 
miſtakes about Chriſts Kingdom) thought (poſlibly) rhar ſuch Infants were 
unfit ſubje&s for the Kingdom of heaven 3 he peremptorily affirms, that Of 
ſuch is the Kingdom of heeven, indefinitely ſpeaking of ſuch, that their non-age 
cannor debarre them from this heavenly and ſpiritual Kingdom. Whereas if 
Chrift had ſaid (of them) ir might have been thought that thoſe children 
brought ro Chriſt, had by extraordinary priviledge or miracle, right ro Chriſts 
Kingdom : Whereas by our Saviours expreſſion. (ſuch) ir appears to bethe 
common and ordinary priviledge of the children of the faithfull. 2. Whereas 8 mis 
Chriſt ſaith, Of ſuch i the Kingdom ( though our Tranſlators render it, T'0 mw » 4 
ſuch belongeth, becauſe the idiom of our Language will not ſo well bear. the 0- Geneia. 
ther phraſe) it _— thar ſuch are already in rhe Kingdom of God or viſi- 
ble Church, as ſubje&s and members thereof. Whereas if Chriſt had ſaid, 
Belongs to them, It mighr have been underſtood for the future in a remote poſ- 
fibiliry (as the inherirance belongs to the Infant-heir, though he be nor in 
reſent poſleſſion,) viz. T hat when they ſhould come ta riper years they might 
- externally called, and fo brought within the Church 3 whereas this expre(- 
fion of our Saviour ſhews that ſuch are already within Chriſts Kingdom. 
'2. Though we ſhould miſtake this place, as the objeRor chargeth us,in that 
we weuld gather hence that children are to be admitted to Chriſt, and have the 
Sea] of ſpiritual bleflings. Whereas he would make it the (cope of this place, 
not that they or ſach as they in age or underſtanding have righr to the King. 
dom of heaven, but ſuch as they in humility and like qualifications 3 yer it's 
not like that they which bronghrt the children to Chriit ſhould be miſtaken in 
their ends ( ſeeing none of the Evangeliſts (peak of them as miſtaken, bur ra- 
ther mention their a& by way of approbation) which were for prayer and im- 
poſition of hands, to conferre and fignifie ſpiritual bleſſings, which are the 
uliar priviledges of Gods Kingdom. Or ifthey ſhould ſo far miſtake them- 
elves as to come for Chriſts bleſling for their children, though uncapable, ir 
is not probable bur Chriſt would have reproved rhem for their errour before 
he admitted them, and have told them, that he would receive them to him 
only that they mighr be patterns of humility and ſuch like qualifications to his 
Diſciples 3 but not ſo, as if the Kingdom of heaven did belong to-them or ſuch 
as they were in age and underſtgnding,” teſt he ſhould harden them in their 
errour. 'But if Chriſt ſhould haye forborn to tell them of their errour,and make 
uſe of it that he might ſet before his hearersa pattern of humility and ſuch qua- 
lifications 3 yet ſurely Chriſt himſelf would nor ſo far miſtake, as ro lay his 
hands on, and bleſſe them that were uncapable of his bleſſing, as they. muſt 
needs be if the Kingdom of heaven belonged not to them, nor any ſuch. for 
agez for Chriſts — of perſons, ſo ſolemnly repreſented and fignified or 
ſealed with impoſition of hands, ate doubtleſle the priviledges of his King- 
> dom: ſo that this charge of miſtake which the Obje@or makes,muſ lie on the 
Obje&Ror himſelf or Chriſt. 
3+ It cannot be proved that thele words, Whoſoever recerves not, &c. are 
F brought 
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Sroughe 25 a-reaſon of that faying, Of fuch is the Kingdom : Ir is not joyned re 
pony oh fſemtence by ac particle. But rather ir is bronght no cond 
zeaſon why they are to be brought and admitted ro Chrift, becauſe they are 
not only fit ſubjects of the Kingdom of heaven, bur alſo may be patrerns ro the 
on and aged. / IIA | v0 

- - 4+ Thar place,Adat-13.34. nothing pertains to this Hiſtory, for it ſpeaks _ 
of Chriſts teaching his Diſciples humility (of which do&rine he took occaſion 
from his Diſciples pride and emulation, which diſcovered it ſelf in rhat queſti- 
an, Who k greateſt inubc Kingdom? } by ſetting in the midſt of them (there's 
no mention of raking in his arms) alittle childe 3 and therefore though this 
 femnrente may ſomewhan iiluftratc the ]ator of thefe reaſons in Mark and Luke, 
tir wy not to this Hiſtory or doctrine that is principally and purpoſely 

handled: ercin. 

$+ But to make ir exident,that Chriſt when he faith, Of ſuch + the Kingdom, 
means it of theſe very children and ſuch as rhey in refpe@ of age, rake theſe 


1, The Queſtion was not, Whether ſuchas were indued with humility and 
like quali6cations, might come 16 Chriſt > bur Whether thoſe Infams, and 
fuch as they for age mighs ?- The parents or whoſoever brought them (whoſe 
piety is here approved); deficed not thar thoſe that had fuch qualifications only 
as their children, bur- that thoſe very babes might be adminted to Chriſt for 
prayer and laying on of his hands. The Diſciples rebukcd them for bringi 
{not humble go of ripe years and atherwiſe qualiſted as childreii, Far 
thoſe babes : Chrifd is with then» for hindering rhaſc very children, - 
picads for the children and the bringers of thera, commandeth that the chil- 
dren ſhould be permitred to come to him (not fuck as them in hamilicy and 
like qualifications at thistime) and gives this reaſon, For of ſuch is 1he Kyjng= 
dom of beaven. Now how were this ipeech and reaſon of pn yon gn or 
cenvincing, if when the queſdion was abous lirtle ones, he ſhould ſpeak only 
of thoſe which wereendued with, humility and fuch qualificarions, yer of ripe 


9g? 
= The word ſuch is taken mot afually: in Scripture ( if not alwaics) for 
the fame perſons or things of which mention was made immediatly before, and. 
thoſe that are of the ſame nature and kinde, net thoſe of different kinde of 
form, that only agree in ſome remote unqueſtianed, unmentioned qualificari- 
ons 5 as may appear by theſe and ſych like Scriptures, Fob! 4. 2:3. But be bows 
apps cometh and now is whenthc true worſhippers ſhall worſhip the Father in: Spirit and 
truth, for the F ather ſecketb ſuch to war ſhip him. 1 Cor 5.5. Fo.deliver ſuch ax 
oe ta Satan; this is meant of the inc man. (of whom the Apoſtle had 
; ſpoken before,) and of thoſe that were guilry of the ſame or like ſins as he : (o 
2 C0r.12+2. Such an one taken wp- imo the third heaven. verſ. 3. I know ſuch 4 mans 
ver. 5. Concerning. ſuch-4 man I will glory. 1t's plain that this is ſpoken of the man 
that chad Viſions and Revelations of God, whether in. the body ar out of the 
body be knew not 3, and that Paul would glory of that very man or ſuck. others, 
for whom God had done ſuch things, as none ofthe falle Apoſtles could. glory 
of the like. The ſame be obſerved, Gal 5,21.Heb.7.26. and Heb.13,16, 
By which examples it is plain, that though the word (ſ#cþ). in the Engliſh 
rongue oken Ggnifies.bur ſunilirude, yer in.the Qriginab-it notes. entity, both 


ſpecifical 
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ical and aumerical, and conſequently here are not meant thoſe whb were 
enly like babes in þumility and ſuch qualifications, bur thoſe very Infaare thar 
were brought, and other ſuch Infants, wh. of the Chucb, al 
3.'If ua only Chriſt admirted children, took them in his arws, laid 
his hands on them, 3nd bleiled them; becaule of their humility. and ſuch qua- 
lifications, wherein theſethat will enter iato the Kingdom of God mult re- 
ſemble them'3 not becauſe they themſelves had interreft in the Kingdom af 
God, and were capable of (pijricual blcflings 3 then ic will follew. thas it had 
been lawfull and couupendable, for men. to have wy to Chriſt $ 
Doves or Serpents, Salr, Lights or Vine-branches, gaad Wheat, aigand Mat $13,144 
to bave him put his hands upon them and prayed for them, and that Chriſt Mar. 1016, 
would have taken theſe all, or any of them, into his arms ar bands, laid his 19h 1014 
hands on them and blefſed them, for the Golly are reſembled to thele,: and we ho as 
required to bc like unto them in {ome qualifications, as we will be ſaved 5 and © 
where the (ame orlike cauſe is,the (ame or like effe& will, follaw : Bur the con» 
ſequent is abſurd and ridiculous (if not blaſphemous) Therefore the anece> 
demt is falſe. I came now tothe third Argument taken from his Hiſtaryy and 
it is my fourth Argument i order. boo” i - 41 TS 
Arg.4. Thoſcand luch as thoſe to wham Chriſt hath vauchſafed his dear 4,g,,, 
imbraces, prayers, bleſſing, and impoſition of hands, as.a ſign or pledge of his 
blefling, are doubtlefle in Covenant, and-have right to the gn or ww of 
entrance thereinto, which is Baptiſm now in time of the Golpel +. . - {7 
. Bur Chtift hath youchſafed the linilechildren.of the faithfull -his dear:ime prongs; 
braces, _—_ forthem, bleſſed them, and laid /his hands onthem as align 9s 3 4 wg 
c elling ; | : | 
Hg herefore the children of the faithfull are in Covenant, and have right 
$0 the (cal of entrance rhereinio, which is Baptiſm. 1 
Tothe clearing of the Propofition let.it be remembred, 1. The tender ings 


| braces of Chriſt and ready entertainments of perſons, argue thoſe ts be.jn;Co5 


venantand in his: favour whom he ſo entertainerh. For be thas forhad his 
Diſciples to.go to the Gentiles and Samaritans, .was .not ſent:but to the loſt Mates 
ſheep of the houſe of Tſracl, would not have.caten with publicans and finners, "1 wn 
but as rhey had been loſt ſheep and prodigall ſons, yer ſheep and ſons. foupd Luk ret 
again, which had been humbed by Fohns Miniſtcy 5 would not doubslefle rene 
derly imbrace any young or old, that were without God, hope, :Chrift or:Cor 
venant. - ; : "7 
2. Theſe whom Chriſt prayeth for are not of the world, and therefore cal+ 
led out of the world tothe Church and-Cavenant, Fob. 17.9 + 

3. Chriſts laying on of his hands es, na. or (eal of ſpiritoal bleſſi 
{for we reade not that theſe children were brought to be cured of any corporal - 
malady 3 bur Chrilts —__ » Of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, (ufficicarly. implir 
eth, that the bleſſings whick-he beſtowed and 9 DATES an them, by laying an 
bur ſpiritual) was of the ſamenarure or equivalent to, or.at lcait waplied:righs 
in Baptiſm : For we nevec veade that (God or:Chrift,or any by Divine 8ppoiotr 
mem,communicated impoſition of hands as align of the bleſſings of -y King 
dom tounbelecvers and perſons out of Covenant, .aud ſougi ia: 
feal of entrance inco:Cavenant. | or feet oye | 
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Tt. Mas,48.19 which is theground ofthis Argument. Yer bri 
- ening andclearing of. the antecedent or Aflumprion contained. in the text, 1 
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4. Hence follows,cach of theſe favours of Chriſt, much more all laid rooe= 
ther,prove, thar thoſe te whom they are vouchſafed, are in Covenant, and (0 
have title to the pledge of admiflion thereto, 

Asto the Affumption, ler ir be noted, 1. That it is in the very. wards of 
the text. . 2. Thar though this priviledge of corporal or vifible imbracing, and 
{aying on of bands, and vocal or audible prayer, and blefling from Chriſt, 
was iar to thoſe Infants rhat were then brought to him ; yer that the ſame 
bleflings for ſubſtance inviſibly and ſpiritually ro be conferred by Chriſt, and 
whar is equivalent to theſe outward figns, ' belong ſtill to childred of Belecvers 
under the Goſpel, may.be gathered from the whole context, is partly cleared in 
the handling of rhe rwo former Arguments, and mighr be further proved if 
need were, and intended brevity would ſufter. : 

Arg. 5. If all Nations were by the Apoſtles to be male diſciples and bapti- 
zed, then the children of thoſe in the Nations, by whom the Goſpel is recei- 
ved 3 ' for children area very.great and conſiderable part of a Nation, aud capa= 
ble of being made diſciples 3' as was ſhewed-in anſwer to the former Paper : 

' But all Nations:were to; be made diſciples and baptized by the Apoſtles, 
according to the command of Jeſus Chriſt, Mat.28.19,20, 

Therefore the children of belceving parents in thoſe Nations, were and 


Kill are to be baprized. - 


For the —_— this Argument 1 might ſuffice my ſelf in referring the 
Reader ro what T have written heretofore, for the —— of this Scripture, 
efly for the Ktrength- 


ſhall propound theſe conſiderations to be remembred, though ſome of them 
were touched before. | = | 

I. That children are a very conſiderable part of Nations, therefore compre- 
hended-under this command of diſcipling and -bsprizing Nations : Eſpecially 
conhidering, 5 211436 21 go Tor 3 | EIELTS 4 1 | EIth 

2, That no acception is-made of them 3 atither doth this or any ether Scri- 
prure ſhew thar-they muſt be excluded 'out of this Commiſſion. . Did ever 
Chriſt ſay or intimare thus much, Though the children of Beleevers have 
heretofore been in Covenant and admitted to the lign of- entrance thereto, yer 
now in the time of the Goſpel they are to be left out of Covenant, and kepr 
from the ſeals thereof, as Infidels and Pagans, till they profeſle their faith ? 

3. They are not uncapable of being made diſciples and baptized, as hath 
been ſaid. t; 20-2680 ; 5108, 

4. That one Nation of the Jews, which unto the time of Chriſts giving 
this Commiſſion ro his Diſciples, had been in Covenant and enjoyed the 
ſeals rhereof, as his peculiar people, had their children taken into Covenant 
with them, and admitted to the (cal of entrance 3 which priviledge alſo Proſe- 
lyzcs of other Nations had incemmon with the Jews. | 

5. Not only among theJews, bur alſo in all Nations Infant=children were - 
alwaics devo:ed to the ſame God and religion as cheir parents, and often (if 
got alwaies) by ſome ſolemn fign of initiation, rhe devil (not. unfily called 
Gods ape) would have children with their parents dedicated to him,Ley.18.21, 
compares with 24,25,26. and it is ſ@.univerſal, that children, while Infants, 


are ſtill reputcd to belong to the ſame religion and God with their parents 5.” 
I . 
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that the children of Papiſts, Jews, Turks and Indians,ec. are accounted from 
their mothers womb, Papiſt, Jews, Turks and Indians, cc. untill by the uſe 
of reaſon and free-will they make defeRion from their fathers religion ; ſo that 
it ſeems ro-be of the very diate of reaſon and law of nature,thar Infants ſhould 
be eſteemed to belong to the ſame God and religion as their parents, whether 
rrue or falſe. 

6. The children of ſubje&s and bondſlaves, are accounted the ſubje&s and 
bondſlaves to their Parents Sovereigns and Maſters, untill by ſome a& of their 
own they caſt off their yoke: Now all Chriſtians are ſubje&s and ſervants to 
Chriſt their King-and Lord, therefore their children alſo are ſubje&s and ſer= 
vants to God and Chriſt, whiles Infants, Lev.25.41,42. Pfal, 116,16: 

7. Hence it cannot be rationally'conceived that the Apoſtles did underſtand 
the Commiſſion of diſcipling all Nations, otherwiſe then ſo as to take ia the 
children with their beleeving parents. | 


a LY 7 
Arg.6. If all the Nations of the earth ſhall be bleſſed by Chriſt the ſeed of Arg.6. 


- Abraham, after his coming in the fleſh, as much or more then the Nation of 
the Jews were before the coming of Chriſt, then ſurely the children of conver- 
red Nations muſt-be in Covenant, and have right ro the- ſeal of entrance 


 thereinto, for this was a great priviledge of the Jewiſh Nation before Chriſts 


coming. It would be an hortible eclipling of the bleſiedneſle of the converted 
Gentiles, and of the Jews when they ſhail be converted, to have their children 
cut off from the Covenant and the ſeal thereof : 

But the Nations of beleeving Gentiles ſhall be bleſſed as much or more in 
the time of the Goſpel by Chriſt; then the Jews were before his coming, Gen. 
22.18,Gal.3.8. 2 CO TIS. Heb.$.6,7. 1. 5485 63 2 

T herefore the children of beleeving Gentiles have right to the Covenant 
and ſeal of admittance thereinto, which is Baptiſm. 

\ For the fuller diſcovery of the ſtrength of this Argument coaſider-4 things. 

' I, Whar is (aid on the Ring Ana is of uſe here alſo, for the clear= 
ing of the extent and comprehenſivenefle of the word N atton. at. 

. 2+ Conſider the ſeveral confirmations of -the Propofition, tending to clear 
the conſequence. 1. The Jews (as hath'been ſaid) had intereſt in rhe Co- 
venanr and ſeal of admiſſion for their children in the Old Teſtament, before 
Chriſts coming, and this was in ir ſelf and their account doubtlefſe aglorious 
Priviledge 5 "Therefore Chriſtians after Chriſts coming 'muſt have the ſame 
priviledge, ſecing no lefle but rather greater priviledges are promiſed to the 
CR Gentiles then the Jews had.. 2. Eſpecially conſidering that now in 
the time of the Goſpel this would be in it ſelf, and in the apprehenſion and de- 
fire of all godly _—_ accounted a moſt glorious priviledge now, that their 
children ſhould be in Covenant and admitted to the ſeal thereof, and the con= 
trary a fearfull lofle. I appeal to all that eſteem the Covenant of God, whe= 
ther next ro their own ſalvation they would not eſteem their childrens being 
admitted tothe Covenant of God and irs ſea} an eminent priviledze ( what 
thoſe that through the ſpirit of errour have caſt off God, his Covenant -and, 
truth,judge, we weigh not,conſidering they are given over to a reprobate judge= 
ment.) It being unconceivable how thoſe that ever tafted the googneſſe of 
God, the priviledges of the Covenant, and made right improvement of the 
ſeal thereof, ſhould ner carneftly defire the _ for their childrens whom na- 
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rure and grace teachech dearly ro love. Neither caa any reaſon be given, why 
this ſhould be ſo great 3 priviledge betore Chriſt, and not remain a moſt defi- 
rable priviledge fiace Chriits coming, for parents to have their children in 
Gods Coveaant and unde: his (cal... 3. Hence fallows, that it would be a ſad 


. eclipligg of tbe blefledneſl;,, comfort and glory of beleeving Gemtiles, if their 


children ſhould be daſhed our from the priviledzes of the Covenant, which the 
Jews children had. How could that of the Apole be true ( Rom. 3. 29. Ishe 
the God of Fews only, is be not alſo of the Gemiles ?. yea of the Gentiles alſo,) if God 
have not as well raken the Gentiles with their children into Covenant, as well 
as heretofore the Jews with their children, How ſhould the converted Gentiles 
rejoice with Gods people and praiſe bjua, as;well as the Jews, according to tbe 
'Pcqphecic cixed by che Apoſtic, Rom-15.19,15. if they ſhould be deprived of 
ſo graad a priviledge of Gods people, which had been (6 long poſlefſed by 
them, and their Infants left out ob Covenant and debarred the ſeal ? 4. What 
a lamencablc-fall aad abaremenc of rhe beleeving Jews comfort and glory, 
would befall chem by the coming of Chrift; commary re rhe [!Prophericall pre- 
ditions, Erangelicy Proclamarians , 'and all ;xhe faithfuls expeRations if 
whereas before Chriſts. coming «heir little ones were in Cavenant, had God 
for their God, and were ſealed with the fign of the Covenant 3 now upon this 
imbracing of Chriſt, wherher on the firſt offer of rhe Goſpel ro them by the 


A&.2, 39.18, Apoſtles as in A. 2. or at their converſion in the Jatrer end of the world, Ro. 


39:40%%C, 


Romey 26,29 dome-. - 


11. their Infant-children ſhould beleft out of the-Covenanr,. in Sarans King- 
3: I will an(wer one Qbje&ian . ( once for all ) } which may ſeem to have 
ſome force to take away thoſe _— and. ied chGutides that 
theſe men fall into, 'which' here and eliewhere it's ſhewed their vpinian leads 
them to : it's this. | m7 
Obj. In the Old Teftament indeed the Church had many external viſible 
priviledges, confiſting. in Rices and Ceremonies, and. therefore they werecir- 
cumciſed and theirchaldren 3 bur now in che Goſpel the priviledges are more 
ſpiritual and inviſible, and therefore it will nor follow, If ſame af thole vift- 
ble priviledges be withdrawn, that the Goſpel-diſpenſation is nor more excel- 
lent then the Legal, and ſo if Baptiſm be denicd to Chriſtians children, that 
their ſtare is worſe then the ſtate of rhe Jews. 
Anſ. This Obje&ion which would ſeem to take off rhe former abſurdiries, 
will appear anon to bring in other abſurdities as great or greater, or leave the 
force of the former Arguments untouched. For though ir be zruc that among 
the Jews was a worldly Santuary . and carnal ordinances, Heb:9. 1.10. which 
are'now abaliſhed and noe vilible ordinance left to Chriftians in the place there- 
of : Yer generally to ſay that Jews priviledges-confiſted in Rites and-Ceremo- 
nies, and Chriſtians are ſpiritual and inviſtble, is ro deny ſpiritual priviledges 
to the Jews, and the outward profeſlion of religion to Chriſtians, which is e- 
qually ro overthrow«he power gf > Sr F and'truch of religion in both, then 
which what more dangerous.or abſurd ? _ | 
2. But if they-will leave generals and come to the point in hand, they muſt 
either deny that there is any ſuch outward ordinance as Baptiſm left.to the 
Church ot the New Teſtament, being of the.ſame aſe +for the main, and in 
the place of Circumciſion, Cvl.2.LL,12. which to do were gy” plain 
| & cripture, 
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Scripture, or if they grant it, cheir ſhifting diſtinQion of vi6ble and ſpiritual 
priviledges cannot help them, for here by their own coriceſſion ir cannot take 
place, ſeeing rhar they yield thar in this caſe a viſible privitedge is afforded alike 
ro both Churches, Jewith and Chriſtian. 0% eat 2D 2.0 
3: F his ObjeRion ſhould be acknowledged to (ay ſoraethitig £6 rhe put- 

poſe, if it could be proved, #. That the Jews were only under att citertial 
Covenant, withour ſpiritual graces. 2. That their priviledges were only &x- 
ternal. 3. That Chriſtians have now only ſpiritual bleffings beftowed on them. 
4. That ordinarily God now gives his Covenant and ſpiritual bleffitigs thete- 
of without any vifible means or external way 6f diſpenſing the ſame. All or 
any of which-ro afſert were very falſe ard wicked. But when it is acknowledg- 
ed, or at leaſt may by plentifull Scripture be proved, 1. That the Jews and 
their children had intereſt in ſpiritual bleflings of the Covenant, #s ttaly 'as 
we, though ina different manner ard tneaſare. 2. That we Chriſti#ns are 
under a viſible diſpenſation, as well as they. ze T hat bor difpenſ#rions hive 
had alike each a viſible fign, feal or pledge of admiffion! into Covenant: 4. Thar 
ro.enjoy theſe figns and ſeals, have been and till area great befiefir rv theth 
thay have chem accorditie ro Gods 6.1 marr 5; That fiow Beledyers have 
need of the ſeals of the Covenant to them and their children te corifitift thelr 
faith in Gods mercy to then and theirs, arid ingege #nd intite them t& dbe- 
dierice, as well as the beleeving Jews- ; 

| That for chemſelves Beleevers need & feat of pledge, is grafired by dl pdtrics 
that acknowledge that God ( who inſtitutes nothing needlefle or ſuperfluons 
im his Church) hack inftieured: Baptiſaie as # Fanding Ordiridnce- f6r Ehri- 
ftians. And rhat for their children they riced-@ ſedl;s 48 well as rhe Jews for 
their children, or Chriſtian Profeflours for themſelves, may appear thus * 
1. Have not Chriſtians childreri foals eapable of ſalvarion' ds welt as the Jews? 
2. Is it not for Gods glory to be viſibly know rhe God of Chriſti#ns children 
4s well as of thy ous ? 3. Are Chriſtian parents betret' able to! beleeye Gods 
farherly federal love to their childter, and devote thent't6 Ris worſhip, withour 
his applying a ſeal unto them, then they can beleeve his love to themſelves, tri 
devore ther elves ro God without a ſcal- of pledye 7 Tf they can ſufficiently 
beleeve in God for their children, and devore chem-ts Chrift without 'the ſeal 
for a pledge or ingagement, ſurely they might as welt have beleeved and obey 
ed without # ſeal for chem(elves, if ſo, no feat had beet infiitured'at: all 3 for 
God will make no” fuperfluvous inftitutions. 'Bur a ſeal is inftirured, thetefore 
they needed it, if for themſelves therr fot their children, 4: Ar&Chriſtiani pa- 
rents more carelefle of rheir efiildrens ſalvation or Gods being glorified by rhieir 
children then the Jews were ?-thar none may fay : Ther ſure they nolefle need 
to ſee them ſealed into the Covenant wherein rhey may be ingagetd ro glorifie 
God, and Godito ſave them fouls. Or 5: thayve Chriſtians more obſcure” and 
ſparing diſcoyery by promiſe and precept concerning their own ptiviledges and 
darjes, thar rhey ſhould-nided* the feat and pledye of Baptifin' for themſelves ; 
bur more full and clearer promiſes-ant' commands concerning their cHildrens 
priviledges and duties, then either the Jews had for their children or Chriftian 
Profefſours have for themſelves, that inthe cafe of Chriſtians children: rhere 
ſhould be no uſe of a ſeal and pledge; though rhe Jews children did nd Chri- 
Rian Profeflours do need a ſeal ? I think none will lay this: 6: That nv Scri- 
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Pture or reaſon can be given to prove that Beleevers children inthe time of the 
Goſpel are debarred'from theCovenant and ſeal thereof{of which rhe beleeving 
ews children had becn long in polſeflion) and. ſome more eminent priviledge 
ſtowed on Chriſtians children, which rhe-Jews children never-had, to com- 
penſate that loſſe, of being driven fromthe Covenant and ſeal-3 when' (I ſay) 
theſe fix things are at the leaſt for the greater part acknowledged, and the bee 
may be eaſily proved,- at leaſt ſo many as are neceſſary. for this purpoſe ; ir 
muſt needs be a yery contradiQory thing, to ſay That the Goſpel-diſpenſarion 
is more- glorious and comfortable then the Legal, and- belecying Getitiles 
as. much or more blefſed then the Jews, and yer Chriſtians children driven 
from the Covenant of grace and ſeal thereof, which the Jews children were 


4: Having frſt propounded ſomething in general for the clearing of rhe 
whole Argument ; lecondly, confirmed the. Propoſition by ſome particulars : 
thirdly, Anſwered an ObjeRion: fourthly, I come tothe fourth thing which 
I promiſed, which is to {peak of the Aſſumption 3- concerning which T need 
ſay no more,then that it.is plainly and fully proved.in the Scriptures mentioned 
in the propoſal of the Afſumprion, and divers orhers ſerting torth the glery of 
Goſpel imes. Sp F c Es ls. LEES I, 

. 418-7. To whom the promiſe of the ſpiritual bleſling repreſented and ſeal- 


Arg7. 
AG 1hzo ed in _—_— belongs, to them the outward fign of Baptiim it ſelf. belongs 3 ſe 

the Apeſ le reaſons, and the fign and thing Cenificd ing caorrelatives, muſt 

o together :., , | __. "2 TR BET OO F 

AQ.ny9. : . ' Kut the promile of Gods Spirit, ſignified in Baptiſm (and ſo of Rege- - 
Iſa,44,3+ neem SanRification and Adoption ) belongs-to the faichfull. and their 

children 5 #: 

Therefore Baptiſm it (elf belongs to them. | 

Arg.8. Arg. $. If in the time of the Apoſtles, when the gouernours of families be- . 


Arg.10. 


Pee 
| 12,13» Eph:g-35,25-:, 


leeved, their whole families thereupon were baprized with them ; Now alſo 
the children of belecving parents, being parts of their families, are-ro be 


baptized: 


But where the Apoſtles had drawn, by the Miniſtry of the word, gover= 
nours of families to the faith, they baptized with them their whole family, 
Af.16.14,15. & 33,34 


2 4 


- See this Argument cleared. in my firſt Book, in Anſwer to AR. and here- 
afcer more may come forthyfor vindicating of that Scripture, 1 (or-7,14. from. 
EXC þ AIP : MY 
Argo They that are members of rhe Church have right ro Baptiſm, for 
priſm is a-folemn fign or pledge of admittance intothe Church, x Cor.12. | 


But 


C41) | 
h e | Ee 
_ But the children of the fairhfull are members of the Church. 1. So-rh 
oc were amongſt the Iſraelites and never yer diſmembred, 2. Such ten 
m- made to them as none without the Church have right unto. 3. Elſe rhey have 
d no intereſt in Chriſts love, no benefit by his death, no purification and ſan- | 
er &ification by his blend, nor isthere any hope that (if they die Infants)-rhey | 
it ſhall be p:eſented boly and . ng. glorious and aedlezcile before God, all 
on which are the peculiar priviledges of rhe Church, not communicable to any 
les ' bur members thereof, Eph.4.25,26, 27. So that if the children of Beleevers be 
en not members of the Church, they are without, Aliens from rhe Common- 
ere wealth of Iſracl, without hope, without God, whiles children,which to affirm, 
is moſt blaſphemous to Gods grace, Covenant and nature. 
the T herefore the children of Beleevers have right to Baptiſm, 
=_ Arg-11. If the duties ef the Covenant no lefle belong to Chriſtian parents Arg.1r. 
ich 23nd their children in the time of the Goſpel, then they did to Jewiſh parents 
<d and their children under the Law :-Ir will follow that the Covenant ir (elf and 
ed the priviledges and ſeal thereof, do no lefle belong to them and rheir children, 
of then they did to os! and their children : 
But the duties of the Covenant lic no lefſe on Chriſtian parents, to teach 
al- . and inſtru@ their children, and on their children to learn the fear and nurture 
ls of the Lord, now in the time of the Goſpel, then they lay on Jewiſh parents SPh-6.4 "MN 
uſt and children 3 | 
f Therefore the Covenant, its priviledges, and the ſeal of admiflion no 
e- - leſle belongs to Chriſtian parents and their children, then they did belong to 
cir Jewiſh parents and their children. YJ 
For the ſtrengthening of the Propoſition let theſe things be confidered, 
. IT. Ordinarily and in the uſual diſpenſation of the Covenant, where God | 

Xe , requires like duties, he affords like priviledges : I ſpeak not of what God may | 
llo do out of his prerogative or in ſome extraordinary caſe, ſetting afide his deal- | 
be ing with men by way of command, promiſe and threatning,which is his way of 

. tranſaQion in Covenant. | 
To 2. If there be any difference in the Chriſtian Church compared with the 

ly, Jewiſh, and [ater diſpenſation of the Covenant compared with the former, 4 


there is rather an increaſe of priviledges, and leſſening of burdens and duties, 
then an increaſe of burdens and duties and leflening of priviledges. 

ng | 3- If you ſay otherwiſe, Might not Chriſtian parems, if urged to the Re- 
tl | ligious df 19:ir 4h of their children by you,anſwer, By your judgement they are 
Ce dogs and ſwine, as being out of Covenant ? how can we offer holy inſtruRion | 
to them, or exerciſe any Chriſtian diſcipline over them, bring rhem ro pub= | 
lick aſſemblies, or pray tor chem, any otherwiſe then as Infidels ? were no: this 


to caſt Pearls to. ſwine, and give holy things to dogs ? What havewe to do Mat.7:6. 
| to pray with or exerciſe Diſcipline and Cenſure over thoſe that are without Þ 8 Core$.t2e 
e- Vhat poor incouragements do you give us to bring them up for God, when 
Mm |. youtell us that they have no right to the Covenanc of God? Is not your pra- 
bf Rice in denying us the priviledge of the- Covenant for our children, and yer re» 
for ; quiripg theduties thereof, worle then that of the falſe Apoſtles, in purring a 
I 2. roke on the Diſciples necks, which neither their fathers nor they were able ro 
bear ? They indeed urged duties, but allowed priviledges ( according to their 


Bur apprehenſion, and what had formerly been indeul 2 priviledge,) you urge du» | 
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ro deny priviledges, which do greatly eaſe burdens and facilitare duties. 
ut if you ſey; that. you do not urge the duty of Chriſtian education of chil- 
dren,&e. as I fear praftice ſpeaks too loud : What is this byr to profeſſe an 
intention-to overthrow both the duties and privitedges of the Covenant,and ſo 
bring in Atheiſm, which it it take place in families, wilt ſpon overſpread rhe 
a Church, and particular perſons. = ai 
4- The Jews indeed were bound to circumciſe their children, and ebſerve 
all thoſe laws, Ceremonial and Moral, concerning them which were appointed 
by Meſes ; but they bad this caſe and encouragement, their children' were in 
Coveuant and had the (cal thereof, and they might expe& the priviledges and 
bleflings of the Covenant on their children, by yertue'of Gods promiſes, Co- 
venant and ſeal, Now no ſuch priviledges are allow'd ro Chriltian parents in 
behalf of their children, it-theſe mens opinion ſand and rhe P opeſition 


; Obj. Bur if parcors dy their care bring chem'to anal faith, and'ſo under the 
o* 007 ai then they ſhall enjoy the: privitedges of 'the Covenant, ad fegl 
thereof. ” pi > Co bD!S yaalr sf. 
' Anſ. 1. Ifthat be all, then by your opinion if they dye before a&ual faith 
(as thouſands of the cbildren of the faithful do in their intancy) they, perith 
8s Aliens tothe Covenant. 2. The only way revealed in Scriprtare far parents 
Grſ bringing their children under the Covenant, is by fgith xo accepr [rain 
venant for themſelves and their children, Gen 1 7:7; They rhar hold our a new 
way muſt ſhew ſome Scriprure for the aboliſhing of the Old, and eftabliſhing 
the New, or mult expe& no regard from thoſe that are nor willing to be ddlu- 
ded. 3. Shew the ground of this diſtinQion z -Jewiſh chijdren were to be edu- 
cated tor God as being ander Covenant and leal, byr the children of Chrifti- 
2ns only that they may be brought under the Covenant and ſeal, when they 
come to aQtual faith, profeficd in their own perſon. Whar Scripnire or reaſon 
is ſuch a valt difference between them, -thar rhoſc ſhould be broiight up Re- 
[iviouſly, as aQually in Covenant and ſealed, theſe anly as in a remote poſh- 
bility to be brought rothe Covenant and ſea] ? : 
- $. Thefafth confideration will not only ftrengrhen the Propoſition, bur alfo 
further anſwer the foregoing objeRion :. It's this, If the children of the faith- 
fu!l be nor already aRually in'Covenant, frem their infancy, and ſo intereſted 
5n-rhe priviledges of the Covenant, not only parents may be afraid ro inſtru& 
them in Scripture, Carechiſe and pray with them, require their preſence in the 
Congregation akd family duties, and rheir- ſanQification of the Lords da 
| both duties and priviledges of the Covenant) leaft they ſhould ca 
earls to ſwine, and judge them that are withont 3 Bur alfo the children, if ur- 


' ged hereunto, may demand of their parents, What baye you todoto require of 


6s any Chriſtian duries, or to corre& us for the negle& thereof, or for the 
commiſſion of any: fin againit*he Gofpel, #5 ptofanation of the Lords day; 


- blaſpheming Chriſt, Chriſtian Retigion, or the Scripture,&c. Might nor they 


plead liberty of conſcience, and ſay, What have. you rodo ro judge us that are 
Chriſt. The Jews indeed bad authority to bring up their children in the Jew- 
iſh Religion, as being devored thereto from their infancy, by the Covenant 
and ſea} thereof, under which they were : but now-we. children of Chriſtians. 


We 
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are unde; no fuch priviledges nor ingagements. Which pra&ice; 1 fear, , will 
be the genuine fruir of this opinion, argued againſt and ſwallowed down as wp 
abſurdity, by thoſe that are poiſoned with Anabaptiſticall fancies 3 but ma 
needs be dereſted by all that prize rhe Covenant of God, and love Chrift ſfin- 
cerely, or their own and childrens ſouls ſpiritually. 4 | uk 
'Toclear the Aflumprion, ler theſe things be conſidered ; $a 
.. 1. Howcan it be doubted bur that all thoſe moral{ dutics that lay upon 4- gn es 
braham and his children, and the Iſraclites and rheir children, enjoinitng rhe 2y,  * * 
one party toteach, and the other to learn rhe way and commandments of God, Io 24.15, 
lye now upon Chriſtian parents and their children. + » Plal78,5,6, 
- 2. Paulgrcatly commends Timothies happinefle, and his parents care inrhat A 
he had been brought up from his infancy in holy Scripture, which he would * 3? " 
not have done, if either Timothy had nor been in Covenant from his infancy 
{ for what have thoſe todo with the tables of the Covenant, that are ftrangers 
or aliens to the Covenant ? ) or that example had nor been of moral __ - 
pel. 


| be imitared by Chriſtian parents and their children, in the time of the Go 


' 3+ That Scripture cited to prove rhe Affumprion, contains a full exprefle | 
charge which lies on all Chriſtianparents ro reach, and children to learn rhe eurpigers 
fear and information of the Lord, Eph.6:4. which argues alſo that children of Teen mee 
the fairbfull are diſciples of the Lord, to be trained wp in his ſchool, being ,;.xvets, 
dedicared to his diſcipline and nnrture. RENO is 

\4. Were not this ſo, that moral Law, which the Apoſtle in ſpecial manner 
aboveall the reſt, argeth upon Chriſtizns children, would be abrogated, or 
greatly weakened as to the children of Chriſtian parents, ar leaſt 'untill rhey 
come tonual faith. Children (ſaith he) obey your parents in the Lord, And gph 6442, 
Honour #by father and mother ,which is the fi commandment with promiſe. For how © 
can they obey them in the Lord, when the parents have no authoriry ro com- 
mand them any thing in the name of the Lord, they not being under his yoke 
and Covenant ? How can parents challenge honour frem their children by vir- 
rue of Gods command, when they bring not up their children for God and ro 
his honour ? Or how can children Religioufly and Chriftianly honour their 
parents, that have left them in the ſtare of Infidels ? Eſpecially confidering 
this commandment, Honour thy father, 8c. as it was given to the Iſraelites, (up- 
poſed their children to be in Covenant with their parents, and ro have the like 
intereſt with their parents in the Covenant and irs ſeal, and the like ingage- 
ment to the duties thereof, in reſpe@ of outward diſpenſation, which' is deni- 
ed now to the children of Chriſtians,unlefſe the Affumprion, yea and the main 
point in controverfie be granted. oh 

T welfthly, I argue thus + Children of beleeving parents mnt either be bap- Arg.12. 
tized, while children, or while able ro profefſe the faith, or nor ar ail. 1. This - 
laſt your praRice ſhews you will not hold 3 and it were anteaſonable ro rhink 
that their being born of beleeving parents ſhould deprive them of this privi- 
ledge, ſecing in the Old Teſtament this procured to children the ſeal of en- 
trance. 2+» Thar they ſhould be kept withour Baptiſm untill they be able to 
make a profeſſion of feith, is no where commanded, neither can any Seriprafe- 
example, or 'good-reaſon be given for it. 1. Not cotamanded, for the rom- 
mand which was given for baprizing of profeſſours of faith and repentance, 
did expreflely and immediatly belong to m Jews and Gemtiles which hat not 
= 


been 
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hee born of Chriſtian parents» 2. Neither is chere Scriptur e-example' for ir; 
the examples we reade of were according to Commiſlion,- none (as we 
reade in Scripture) that were born after their parents were Chriſtians, were 
baptized, when grown 3 Stripture ſpeaks only of thoſe that had been Jews and 
Infidels children that were baptized by the Apoſtles. 3. Neither ſtands it. 
with right reaſon, that Beleevers children ſhould be left ( untill rhey profeſſe 
their faith) in the ſame ſtate with Jews, Turks and Infidels, conſidering Gods 
promiſes and Covenant : C2 04 i | PA 
Therefore it remains that they muſt be baptized while Infants';. this be- 
ing moſt agreeable,” 1. To Gods dealing with. Abraham the father of the faith- 
fall, that children, while Infants, ſhould be admitred with their beleeving pa- 
rents, and that Covenant an\ ſeal thereof. 2. To the narure of this Sacrament, 
which is to be adminiftred the farſt opportunity, to perſons known to be in Co- 
venant, and members of the Church. 3. To all thoſe commands and exam- 
ples of baptizing new converted Jews and Infidels 3. for as their converſion 
did put them into the Covenant of grace, whereupon they had right to-the ſeal 
of entrance : So theſe Infants being born of Chriſtian parents, doth inright. 
them to the Covenant, whereupon they have right to the ſeal of entrance. 
Arg.13.That doQtine and praRtice is to be abhorred, which purs the Infants 
of Chriſtians into the ſame condition with the children of Turks and Infidels, 


. leaves them in the viſible kingdom of the devil, as no viſible members of the 


Church, denies to them reaſonable ſouls, and cuts them. off from all hopes of 
ſalvation, whiles they are Infants : This. doQtrine and-praRice, I ſay, is to be 
abhorred, as moſt contrary to the Covenant of God (er forth in the Scriptures 
of the Old and New Teſtament, contrary to the hopes,prayers, and comforts 
of Chriſtian parents concerning their children, while Infants, and contrary to 
reaſons and natures light, which ſhews that Iufants are reaſonable crearures. 
But the dodtrine and praQice of theſe Anabaptiſts, leaves Chriſtians chil- 
dren in the ſame condition with the children of Turks and Infidels, as caftin 
them out of Gods Covenant and Chriſts Kingdom, which is the Church, an 
denying to them the ſeal of admittance thereto, and ſo leaving them in the 
viſible kingdom of the devil, denying to them faith, without which they muſt 
certainly periſh z and reaſon,without which they are bruits,and ſo cut off from 
all hopes of ſalvation. | | 
T herefore their do&rine and praftice is to be abhorred, 
Thus you have ſeen our Arguments, or at leaſt ſome of them. 
Now before I concludeTI will Anſwer two or three ——_ or Objc&ions. 
Obj.1, Bur if children of Beleevers have right to the Covenant, Chriſt, the 
promiſes, and gift of the holy Ghoſt, How can we know this > Men of: years 
if they beleeve and repent, can make profeſſion 3 but how cair children make 
profeſſion in the Covenant, that we may have ſufficient warrant to baptize 
them ? - | 
Anſ. 1t's true they cannot make profeſſion of their intereſt in the Covenant 
and promiſes, but that is done ſufficiently for them, by God the Father, Son 
and holy Gholt, ſpeaking in Scripture, as Gen. 17.7. Exod.20.6. Pſal.102.28, 
and 103.17,18. Pſal.112.2. and 127.3,4,5. Ef-44-3. Mar.10.14- AF. 2.39. 
x C0r-2.14,07c. Theſe and many other Teſtimonies are given in Scriprure 
by God himſelf, cancerning the right of the faichfuls children tothe Covenant, 
| promiſe 


J 
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promiſe.and Kingdom .of God, which I wiſh the Reader ro turn oyer unto 
and obſerve :. Sucely this reftimony.of God for children, is notlefle-then the 
teſtimony of men of years for themſelves. So thar-if parents when they bring. 
their children to Baptiſm, make-a due profeflion of their repenrance, faith and : 
reſolution ro walk with God in Covenant, and both to accept Gods Covenant: 
for themſelves and their children, and give up themſelves and theirs to God- 
in Cavenant,the Miniſters 2rd Congregations may have ſatisfa&ion concern» 
ing their childrens right to the Covenart and promiſe (by vertue of theſe Scri> 
ptures) and (0 to Baptiſm. | 
Obj.2. If children of beleeving parents. bave title to the Covenant and pro 

miſes, either all have this title or ſome only : If ſome only, how will you di- 

ſtinguith them, thar thoſe only may be baptized? If all, how is it that many 

cove wicked, which were baptized in infancy * Do you hold falling away 

om grace ? | 68 
Ant The promiſes and Covenant belong to al! the fairhfuls children in re- 
gard of outward ſtation in Covenant, and right ro the ſeal of entrance (which 


- is the thing now in queſtion) the inward efficacy we leave to the good plea- 


ſure of God. The whole body of 1/raelzies aged and children, were Gods peo $0, 
le by Covenant, and under the promile 3. Tet with many of them God was not 6 

well pleaſed. The Churches of the New Teſtament are called Saints, ſaid to 

be in Chriſt, and yet many perſons. therein proved. wicked and erroneous 5 as / 

may appear in thoſe Epiſtles that are written to them, giving them the title of 

Saints: The Covenant and promiſes as they are outwardly diſpenſed are con- 

ditional, neither doth God therein any further -binde himſelf to his people,then 


" as the condition of regeneration, helineſle, repentance, faith or obedience, are. 


found in them or performed by them. Indeed the inward working of regene-. 
ration, drawing to and giving Communion with Chriſt, giving a new heart* 
and ſpirit, faith,&c. are abſoturely beſtowed according ro Gods good pleaſure, 
upon what number of theſe perſons externally in Covenant he ſeeth good, ac- 
cording to the election of grace, agreeably to thoſe Scriptures, Rem.9.15,16,18. 

2. Here is no more neceſlity then poſlibility of diſtinguiſhing berween E- 
leR and now-ele& Infants 3 their being members of - the vifible Church, gires 
them right to the priviledge ot new admitted members. | $ 

3. Neither do we hold falling from the inward efficacy of grace, as from 10Þ.13-f, 
true ſolid San&tification, Juſtification and Adoption, though: we grant- men er w_ 
may fall from the outward diſpenſation of rhe Covenant of grace and turn Heb,s.4 = 
Apoſtates 3 or continue under the outward dilpenſation, and yet fall ſhort of ; 
the ſaving efficacy of grace. Yea moreover that thoſe which have ſeemed to M 
themſelves and others ro be. Juſtified, SanCtified and Adopted, may fall from: es 
what they ſeemed ro have,and utterly periſh. - 

4+ T he ObjeQion will hold as ſtrongly againſt the baptizing of the pro= 
feflours of faith, for not all thoſe whom the Apoſtles or any others baptized 
upon their profeſſion bave held our, many proved wicked and reprobate, none 
can certainly diſtinguiſh among profefſours, which are cle& and which nor, 
Muſt they not therefore be baptized? | | | 

To conclude therefore, T hey that by their own profeflion, or Gods profeſ-- 
fion for them, are diſcovered-ro have right to the outward diſpenfation of the 
Covenant, let them enjoy. it without gainſaying 3. and let us leave. the inward 

G 3 efhicacy 
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eicacy ofthe Covenant to God, to whom alone it belongs. © —_ © *' 

Obj-3. >Burt what need you write fomuch inanfwering {0 little Þ Ir feems 
your 6aule is nor good you take ſo much pains «bour ir : Why did not'you An- 
ſwer;8s briefly as the other party Propounded ? "A 
»aAnſ-1. The truth oft lies deeep and will not eafily be found out: as it is more 

as. TE - precious then gold and filver, -{o ix row ires more diligent ſearch. Gold Mines 
$ Holds are not obvious to eyery eye, much skill and labour ace - requiſite to finde them 
out, and-bring the gold to light. Fi | Si ET gw S 

2. Thouzh the other parry have bur briefly propounded tficir judgement, 
and grounds thereof in their now-Anſwered Papers ; yet it is known what 
large diſcourſes they have made amongit rhe people, and how many Treartiſey 
arc written on this ſubjeR, © $0 $0654 

3. It is not an argument of a bad cauſe tobe ſomewhat large in clearing it 3 
the better the cauſe is, the more it deſerves diligence in handling of it, leaſt we 
ſhould wrong God, his people and truth by fleightinefle. A cup of poiſon may 
be prepared, drunk down. and diiperſed into the body in 'an hour, which the 

wile Phyſitian can hardly expelt out of the body, with-all his $kill and pains 
in many moneths. A deſperate cur-throx may give a wound or ſtab in a mo- 
ment; Which the moſt dexterous Chyrurgion cahnor heal in a ſhort timie. An 
incendiary may (et an whole Town onfireſuddenly, whiclk cannot be built up 
by many Carpenters and Maſons in few years. Yet the cauſe and work of the 
later is mach better then of the former. L have been willing therefore to be 
ſomewhat large, as my poor abiliry, ſmall leiſure, rime allowed, and others 
importunity would permit. | | 
H.H.F.Br. You conclude your Paper thus., If you therefore or your Miniſters have any 
thing 20 ſay or write herein, we defire you, for the truth and your promiſe ſake, to do 
the ſame, elſc we muſt neceſſarily conclude, thas neuther you nor they have any thing to 

gainſay is, but by yoar folence juſtifie both our priuciple and praftice. 

You lee I hope by this time, that we have ſomething to ſay and write here- _ 
in, and for the truths and our promiſe ſake have done the ſame in part, and are 
ready by the grace of Jeſus Chriſt, rodo more when duly called thereunto,therc- 
fore you have no caule to conclude that we have nothing ro gainſay, or thar by 
filence we do jufſtifie your principle or pra&ice, againſt which we have born 
witneſle in love to the truth. 

And now Sirs, you which have ſubſcribed the Papers here anſwered, let - 
me intreat you ſeriouſly ro peruſe whar hath been here returned ro you in An- 
ſwer, and acknowledge what is of God and agreeable to his truth ; and if you 
finde any thing difſonant thereto, diſcover it and ſpare nor, and let me have 
a punual and particular reply to the ſeveral parts of this anſwer, and till then 
forbear your high confidence, in promoting your opinions and praRiſing an- 
ſwerably, then will you give us good ground of perſwaſion, that your proteſſi- 
on of deſire to have the truth diſcuflea is reall. Bur if you ſhall beunable to 
anſwer this (as I am perſwaded you will not be able with any fhew of truth) 
and yer proceed in your opinions and praQtice; let me tell you, God will be 
certainly avenged of thoſe which abuſe his people, ordinances and tru:h, ſpeak- 
inz evil of the things they know not 3 if not with viſible and temporal, yer cer- 
rainly with inviſible ſpiritual and eternal puniſhments : ReadcI pray 2 Tim, 
the third Chapter. 2 Pet. 2. and the Epiltle of Fude. 
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As for you; dear Brethren, that mourn for what you cannot amend, and en- 
deavour to contend for the common ſalvation once delivered to the Saints, 
and nor to. be as children, carried about with every winde of vain do&rine, I 
exhort that you will hold faft rhe truth which you have received, keep rhe 
word of Chriſts patience, that he may keep you in this hour of temptation that 
is befallen the whole world rotry them that dwell on the earth. Be ſure thar 
youreceive the truth'in leve, knowing that many for want of this are given o- 
ver to ſtrong delufions to beleeve lies that they may be damned, becauſe they 
had pleaſure in unrighteouſnefle. Remember the counſel of Chriſt and his 
Apottles in theſe following Scriptures, Mat-7.15,16. Rym.16.17,18.Gal.5.1. 
2 Time 3-1,243,425,6,7,0%: 2 Pet.3.1,2. and 17.18, 190h.4.1,2. Fude 17, 
18,19,20,21, 

T hus I have anſwered theſe Papers, hoping that I ſhall be ready by Gods 
aſliſtance, to give a reaſon of my faith and hope herein, either by word or 
writing fo far as I may have a good call thereto, may do it with ſafety, and 
may deal with men thar will hear and ſpeak reaſon and Scripture pertinently 
applied, and may obſerve thoſe rules of the Apoſtle, 2 Tem.2.16.23. Tit. 


3- 9,10, 


Thus defiring that the God of truth will more an 
ſubdue thereto or break in pieces all the ignorant and wilfull oppoſers rhercof, 
I end, 


(47) 


d more clear his truth,and 
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